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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


BACKGROUND TO BOKASSA'S FAILED RETURN EXPLAINED 
Personalities Involved 
London AFRICA CONFIDENTIAL in English Vol 24 No 24, Nov 83 pp 2-4 


[Text] The regime of President Andre Kolingba could fall at any time. A 
group of businessmen, political opportunists and mercenaries are waiting in 
France and Bagon for things to fall apart in the CAR capital, Bangui. 


Kolingba is faced with a deepening economic crisis, growing dissension 
within the ruling Comite Militaire de Redressement National (CMRN) and a 
new-found unity among the hitherto diverse opposition. He dared not leave 
the country for the Franco-African sumuit at Vittel last month. 


With the regime struggling for survival, the political atmosphere in Bangui 
is hysterical: alleged coup plots abound. Recently, for example, a Commander 
Miro and a number of cabinet members were arrested on charges of being 
involved in a plot. About 60 alleged co-conspirators have been detained and 
are now languishing in the Karai military camp near Bangui. 


To add to the uncertainty, the former "Emperor" of CAR, Jean-Bedel Bokassa, 
has been persuaded to try to return to CAR. Last week he attempted to leave 
Abidjan, where he has lived in exile since 1979, for Bangui. 


Bokassa Stars in French Comedy 


The plan to reinstall him to the presidency was master-minded by a certain 
Roger Delpey, who achieved notoriety when he was imprisoned in 1980 by 
Giscard d'Estaing for possession of compromising documents on Franco-CAR 
relations. With Delpey at Bokassa's side in Abidjan, a leased Caravelle 
jet with Arabic inscriptions was flown to Le Bourget airport outside Paris, 
now used only for special occasions. Meanwhile a group of 20 people had 
gathered at 4.00 a.m. in a Paris hotel waiting for word that "Operation 
Bokassa" had the go-ahead. 


The group included Delpey (armed with Bokassa's imperial uniforms), a number 
of selected journalists, several mercenaries and some special advisers to the 
government (including Gouffre de la Pradelle and Vladimir Tcheremissinoff, 
who goes by the sobriquet of Arapoff). Agents of the Direction de la 
Surveillance du Territoire (DST), the French counter-intelligence agency, 
watched the proceedings with interest, and even allowed the group to take off. 











After a refuelling stop at Tamanrasset in southern Algeria the Caravelle 
proceeded to Abidjan. Bokassa, who by this time was lurking with a small 
posse close to Abidjan airport, was to have slipped through airport security 
and immediately boarded the plane. Three hours later they would have been 
in Libreville (Gabon), the staging post for a "triumphant" return to Bangui 
the following day. 


Officially the Caravelle had flight clearance from Libreville to N'Djamena 
in Chad. After about 30 minutes of flight Bangui airport control was to be 
asked for permission to make an emergency landing there; Bokassa was to be 
met by agents previously infiltrated into Bangui; a light aircraft was to 
Shower Bangui with leaflets announcing Bokassa's return; and president 
Kilongba was supposed to have disappeared in the consequent political whirl- 
pool. 


Guy Penne, the Elysee's special adviser on African affairs, informed of the 
plan, called Ivorian president Houphoet-Boigny from Niger. Houphouet-Boigny 
ordered the airport army garrison to prevent the plane taking off with 

Bokassa and to bring him under armed guard to the presidential residence. The 
plane was then ordered to leave. And Bokassa was told that he would never 

be allowe to leave the Ivory Coast. 


Bokassa is being manipulated by a number of individuals for financial and 
political reasons. An unstable individual prone to drink, he wants to 
vindicate his brutal dictatorship by writing his memoirs. He is now being 
pushed to regain the CAR presidency but this time only as a figurehead. 
He would live in his home village of Berengo, leaving Bangul politics to 
his manipulators and their associates. 


But there is another angle. Delpey, who is involved with opposition politics 
in France, also maintains open contact with President Mitterrand's security 
advisers Roland Dumas and Francois de Grossouvre. In this unexpected modus 
vivendi a tactical entente may have been found between the Gaullist opposition 
behind Jacques Chirac and the socialists. Such an accord would have the 
purpose of keeping Bokassa as a potential Damocles sword over Giscard 
d'Estaing's head in order to disrupt his plans for a political comeback. 

Other moves in this direction include the recent purchase by France's first 
television channel, TFl, of a documentary on Bokassa, which includes an 
interview with him that is likely to be embarrassing for Giscard d'Estaing. 
Pierre Salinger has recently completed for ABC television a three-hour 
documentary on Operation Barracuda, the French military operation which toppled 
toppled Bokassa in 1979. 


Competing with Delpey for influence over Bokassa is ex-parachutist Jeane- 
Pierre Dupont, whose notoriety arose from the fact that he organised Bokassa's 
mock Napoleonic coronation as "Emperor." His influence, however, is on the 
wane. Former "Crown Prince" Georges Bokassa is also seeking to capitalise 

on his father's name in Paris business circles. 











Four large international companies, one of them based in the US, came to a 
provisional agreement with Bokassa on the assumption that he would regain 
the presidency. In return for their largesse, (about Slm?) the companies 
would receive concessions in uranium, diamonds, oil, ivory and other 
commodities. The plan has fallen flat, but Bokassa now has three cars, 

a range of video equipment (used for sending tapes back to CAR, to pave 
the way for his once expected return), and three workshops (knitting, 
tashion and woodwork) in the ground floor of his well-appointed villa in 
the Adjame quarter of Abidjan. 


Exit Kolingba, Encer Who? 


The dilemma facing Paris is how to install a credible and broader-based 
regime in Bangui. Paris" favourite candidate for a coalition government 

is Dr Abel Goumba, one of the rare CAR politicians with a reputation for 
integrity. Leader of the radical nationalist Front Patriotique Oubanquien- 
Parti du Travail (FPO-PT), he lived in exile for 17 years before returning 
to Bangui in 1982, only again to be thrown into prison. He was recently 
released under strong French pressure. His party is unique for being non- 
tribally based, culling its militants and wider support from the ranks of 
teachers, students and civil servants in the capital and other urban centres. 
The FPO-PT reportedly joined recently an umbrella organisation with other 
opposition forces in view of presenting a united front and a credible 
alternative to Kolingba's regime. Other groups in the umbrella organisa- 
tion include the Mouvement de Liberation du Peuple Centrafricain (MLPC) and 
the Mouvement Centrafricain de Liberation National National (MCLN). The 
MLPC improved its image earlier this year when the discredited politician 
Ange Patasse, now living in exile in Togo, was cast out of the leadership. 
At the head of its new nine-member political directorate is secretary- 
general Francis-Albert Ouakanga and his deputy Jacques Boniba. The MCLN 
has sought to move more to the ideological left by claiming the "democratic 
socialist" tag. Responsible for a bomb attack in a Bangui cinema two years 
back, the MCLN is ostensibly led by Gen Francois Bozize and Gen M'Baikoua, 
both involved in last year's aborted coup (AC Vol 23 No 7). 


Destabilisation of CAR, where France has 1,200 paratroopers and Jaguar 
strike aircraft at Bouar, would increase the logistical problems of 
France's military presence in neighbouring Chad. It would also enable 
partisans of Goukouni Waddeye's GUNT forces to use CAR border areas as 

a base for operations against President Hissene Habre's forces in southern 
Chad. Above all, many French Africanists are worried that a power vacuum 
in Bangui would lead to a Libyan-supported left-wing regime as in Upper 
Volta. 











London WEST AFRICA in English 12 Dec 83 p 2904 


[Text ] 
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Embarrassment to French Government 


The foiled, and apparently far- 
cical attempt by former “Emper- 
or’ Bokassa to return to power in 
Bangui (West Africa, December 
8) has led to an embarrassing 
situation for the authonties in 
Abidjan and Pans. 

The former leader of the Cen- 
tral Afmcan Empire had attemp- 
ted to return to his throne, from 
his Abidjan exile, with the help of 
business interests and accompa- 
med by several French journalists. 
But President Houphouet-Boigny 
of the Ivery Coast, on learning of 
the affair via a telephone con- 
versation with President Mitter- 
rand’s adviser Guy Penne, re- 
portedily forled the plan and 
ordered Bokassa out ot his elegant 
Abidjan villa and on to the next 
flight for Panis. 

Now installed in his French resi- 
dence at Yvelines (near the 
French capital), Bokassa has been 
besieged by journalists and made 
to feel distinctly unweicome by 
French Foreign Minister Claude 
Cheysson. Speaking in Athens 
dunng the EEC Summit, Cheys- 
son said it was “undesirable” that 
Bokassa stay in France. The 
French courts, he said, did not 
recognise Bokassa’s French 
nationality and that he would con- 
sequently be “invited to leave 
France” 

A French Foreign Ministry 
statement said: ‘President 
Houphouet Boigny has decided to 
end the welcome extended to Mr. 
Bokassa which he had offered in 
September 1979 at the request of 
the French authonties.”’ 


The French press has been spe- 
culating as to the implications of 
the affair. even suggesting that it 
could have some import on 
domestic French politics. A throw- 
back to the days of former Presi- 
dent Giscard’s shadowy associa- 
tion with Centrafncan diamonds, 
this speculation has even reached 
the front page of Le Monde, one 
of the few pro-Mitterrand French 
papers, one of the newspapers 
senior commentators implied that 
the return of Bokassa to France 
could prove embarrassing to Mr. 
Giscard and President Mitterrand. 

The French Foreign Ministry 
said enquires were being made tor 
Bokassa to be sent to a third. or 
fourth, country. 


Political 
trials 


Two members of the opposition 
have been condemned to two 
years impnsonment after a tral of 
four men. Hughes Dobozendi and 
Dieudonne Padoundji-Yadjoua 
had been accused of complicity in 
the May 1982 coup attempt led by 
Ange Patasse. But the complicity 
charges did not stick, and they 
were condemned. rather. for re- 
fusing to promise to keep Presi- 
dent Kolingba’s “political truce” 
and for demanding the resignation 
of the President. 

The cases of the other two men 
accused (West Afnca. December 
5), Theodore Bagavombo and 
Jean-Mete Yapende. were refer- 
red back to the prosecutors for 
further investigation 








CHAD 


MINISTER CLAIMS ECONOMY SHOWING SIGNS OF RECOVEPY 
Ndjamena INFO TCHAD in French 30 Nov 83 pp 3-4 


[Text] The national economy is showing signs of recovery, in spite of 

some negative points. Such was the report. given by the minister of economy 
and commerce, Mr Ali Djalbor Diard, who participated in the National Monetary 
Committee meeting of November 24-26, which was held outside of Chad for the 
first time, at a site in southern Cameroon. Chad's economic bill of health, 
presented by the acting director of the Chadian branch of the Bank of 
Central African States [BCAS] has turned out to be satisfactory. Taking 
into account the positive results reported this year, the National Monetary 
Committee gave its approval for the boards of directors of the BCAS and the 
Development Bank of the Central African States [DBCAS] to open lines of 
credit to certain industrial firms here. 


The National Monetary Committee meeting was held in Lembe, in advance of 
the BCAS and the DBCAS board meetings, in which Chad's minister ot finance 
and minister of plan and reconstruction took part. As for himself, Mr 

Ali Djalbor Diard attended the Lembe meeting which addressed three vital 
subjects: Chad's economic situation, the total contribution of the banks, 
and the evaluation of rediscount requests. In an interview on Chadian 
National Broadcasting, the head of the economy pointed out the strong points 
of our economy. Cotton production increased from 102,000 metric tons to 
115,000 metric tons as a result of the rise in prices per kilogram. Food 
crops also marked an increase over last year: Food production went from 
410,000 metric tons to 460,000 metric tons, reducing the food deficit by 
50,000 metric tons. Banda sugar production also increased. Last year, it 
was 22,000 metric tons and it will reach 24-25,000 metric tons this season, 
Even if they are slight, these increases will have a positive effect on the 
activities of such companies as CotonTchad and SONASUT (National Sugar 
Company of Chad), which also benefited from protective measures taken by 
the Ministry of Economy and Finance. The Textile Company of Chad (TCC) and 
the Cigarette Manufactury of Chad (CMC), however, are in a bad way, adversely 
affected by competition from imported products. Studies are being made by 
the supervisory agency concerned to enable the firms to overcome their 
difficulties, as the main obstacle lies in marketing their outputs. The 
ban on sugar imports took the pressure off SONASUT. Will the ban on 
clothing and cigarette imports have the same effect on TCC and CMC? The 
question will be answered as studies are completed at the Commerce 
Directorate. 














The satisfactory situation of the cotton and sugar campaij:;ns weighed heavily 
in the National Monetary Committee's decisions in evaluating rebate requests. 
The committee thus approved the application made by CotonTchad for a 
campaign credit of 14 billion [CFA francs]. SONASUT will also obtain a 
committee-approved credit for 1.5 billion [CFA francs]. As for the other 
firms, the minister of economy deplored the lack of information needeu 

for the participants in the Lembe meeting to be able to reach a decision, 

[It should be noted that industrial firms existing in Chad have not received 
credits from the BCZS since 1978. This is due to the weakness of bank 
facitities. The international Bank for Africa of Chad, the only primary 
bank in the country, saw its quota iucrease from 470 million to 800 million 
[CFA francs], to enable it to meet ‘ts many needs. 


The minister of economy also indicated that the housing credit grai.ted to 
Chadian government employees and businessmen is experiencing certain 
difficulties because dossiers have not been submitted. This is the reason 
why he asked both parties to fill out their dossiers--to be submitted to 
CNB--more quickly. 


From this overview of the national economy, it becomes clear that the 
recovery is real, in spite of a few weaknesses. The efforts made by the 
Ministry of Economy and Commerce are producing results. With the credits 
granted by the BCAS, the signs of recovery detailed here will become 
stronger, if rigour is used. 


12413 
CSO: 3419/231 











CONGO 


THREE FRENCH FINANCING AGREEMENTS SIGNED 
jrazzaville MWETI in French 29 Nov 83 p 2 


[Excerpt] Three agreements and a draft agreement were 
signed on Saturday at the Ministry of Cooperation between 
the Congo, represented by the secretary general for cooper- 
ation, Comrade Abel Wilson N'Dessabeka, and France, repre- 
sented by Jacques Languellem, counselor to the French 
Cooperation Mission. 


1. Financing Agreement No 153/DPL/83/COG for the “Lina-Congo Recovery” Plan. 


Tne financing total is set at 2.2 million French francs, or 110 million CFA 
francs, and breaks down as follows: 


*Support to Lina-Congo [520,000 French francs] 


The French side promises to provide Lina-Congo with logistical support of 1l 
experts for 1 year. 


These experts will also participate in training counterparts and staff of 


Lina-Congo. 


kSupport to the National Civil Aviation Agency [ANAC] [1.68 million Fr francs] 


The French Government promises to carry out the following tasks during the 
next 2 years with the assistance of the National Management Institute (ING) 
and the ITA [expansion unknown]: 


-~Development of approach procedures for the secondary airfields of Impfondo, 
Ouesso, Owando, Djambala, Sibiti, Loubomo, Makabana and Soudi. 


--Revision of the legislation on aviation, and drafting ot the Congolese civil 


aviation code. 
*Cowplementary Projects 


Provide study resources for training at the National Civil Aviation School 
(EMAC) consisting of up to two pilots and a mechanic-navigator officer per 
year, for a 3-year period. 


2, Financing Agreement No 258/C/DPL/83/CNG for the project: “Establishment of 


~ 


a National Program for Human-Use Water Supply’ 


The financial assistance by the Government of the Frencii Republic to the 
Government of the People's Republic of the Congo, set at 2 million Fr francs, 
or 10 million CFA francs, is intended to carry out the following: 








ne 1942-1986 5-year plan stressed the need to develop the national territory 
with tne objective of slowing the rural exodus. 


In this context, The Congolese Government has decided to undertake a policy of 
developing human water supply to provide the people with a modern drinking 
water supply. This policy meshes with the policy of establishing village 


centers. 


fhe government has thus decided to establish a water organization. Its tasks 
will be to carry out studies of water inventory and water needs, develop a 
master plan for water use, and plan the measures to be taken. 


fhe first stage of the project, the subject of this agreement, which runs for 
} years, involves providing to the Ministry of Mines and Energy within 12 
months a hydrogeological engineer, assisted by a hydrological VSN [expansion 
unxnown] geophysicist. These two technical advisers will train the two 
Congolese engineers and the technician assigned to the organization. 

For its part, the Congolese Government undertakes to: 

--Provide space and turniture for the offices. 


--Obtain two engineers and a technician, a typist-secretary, and a draftsman. 


3, Financing agreement No 302/C/DPL/83/CNG for the project of “Support to the 
Major Diseases Service’ 


The cost of the project is set at 1 million Fr francs, or 50 million CFA 


francs, 


The objective is to provide supplementary resources to the operational 
components in the combat against major diseases. [It covers both: 


--Assistance through personnel; 


-~Aid in equipment and operation of the Epidemiology and Major Diseases 
Service. 











CONGO 


ROAD PROJECT REPORTEDLY IN FULL IMPLEMENTATION 
Brazzaville BULLETIN QUOTIDIEN DE L'ACI in French 29 Nov 83 p 2 


iTexl] Brazzaville, 1 Dec--The Owando-Makoua-Ouesso road project is fully 


underway in the south. The French Ducler company, which began the project 
2 years azo, expects to complete it in July 1987. 


Four major engineering projects are planned along this 310-kilometer road: 
bridges over the Kouyou at Owando, the Likouala at Makoua, the Mambili and the 


Lengue, 


The bridge over the Koyou, on which work is at a very advanced stage, is 
constructed of prestressed concrete and is 154.8 meters long. Its height of 
/.5 meters permits free passage on the river. According to Mr Moullec, chief 
of the engineering section, tne work on this bridge will be virtually complete 
at the beginning of July 1984, 


At the same tine, work is also continuing on the bridge over the Likouala. 
[his 191.5-meter bridge is being built at the present ferry location. After 
laviny, Located the engineering yard, the project is now in the deforestation 
Stape. Pnis bridge will be of the sane construction design as the Kouyou 


fo tacilitate supply of stone, a quarry was located 33 kilometers from Makoua 
he Etoumbi road. The tests were positive, so stone will no longer have to 
be brought from Brazzaville, thus saving 70 percent of materials cost. 


fhe construction team began at Ouessou because the materials for the roadway 
are located to the north. 


However, the construction has been slowed at times because of various 
ditticulties encountered, mainly in transportation of certain materials. 
Loaded at the port of Bordeaux in France, these have had to come through 
Cameroon, Zaire or the port of Pointe-Noire. The rainy season now underway in 
the Cuvette and Sanyha areas has also been a serious handicap. 


The Owando-Makoua-Ouesso road, whose initial cost will be 35 billion CFA 


frances, is one of the priority projects under the first 5-year plan. It will 
open up the northern part of the country and thus stimulate agricultural and 
ining activity. A total of 522 Congolese of all levels are participating in 


carrying out this project of national importance. (ACT) 


9920 
CSO: 3419/245 








ETHIOPIA 


BRIEFS 


REYA DELEGATIONS VISIT USSR, PDRY--Two REYA [Revolutionary Ethiopia Youth 
Association] delegations returned to Addis Ababa yesterday after completing 
their visits to the USSR and the PDRY. The eight-man delegation led by 
Comrade Tezazu Tefera, head of the planning, research and improvement depart- 
ment in the REYA Central Committee, participated in an exchange of experience 
seminar in the USSR, at the invitation of Komsomol. The 25-man delegation 
led by Comrade Abebe Hankore, head of the department for the organization in 
the REYA Central Committee, returned to Addis Ababa after participating in 
preparatory work for the Ethiopia-Yemen Youth Week held from 25th to 30th 
December. [Lxcerpt] [EA020522 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 1000 
GMT 1 Jan 84] 


CSO: 3403/10 








GAMBIA 


MOJA LEADER GIVES VLEWS ON SENEGAMBIAN CONFEDERATION 
London AFRICA NOW in English Dec 83 p 17 


[Text | 





The Confederation between The Gambia 
and Senegal is leading to the annexation 
of the former because each of the 1§ 
protocols erodes its sovereignty. This is 
the view of the Movement for Justice in 
Africa (MOJA-Gambia), an organisation 
strongly opposed to the Confederation. 

While visiting London recently, 
Ousman Manjang, member of MOJA’s 
Central Committee and representative in 
Europe based in Sweden, told Africa 
Now: “*MOJAZ has grown from a small 
human nghts organisauion to a strong 
political movement to fight against 
Senegalise occupation of The Gambia.”’ 

He said that ordinary Gambians did not 
find any interest in the Confederation. It 
was a marriage of convemence for the 
politicians who were worried about their 
security. ‘But in the process The Gambia 
1S losing its independence,’’ Manjang told 
Africa Now. 

Senegalese soldiers moved into The 
Gambia in July 1981 to put down an 
abortive attempt to overthrow the 
government of Sir Dauda Jawara. MOJA, 
which was opposed to the ruling Peoples 
Progressive Party (PPP), was not in favour 
of the coup move but it was also against 
Senegalese intervention 

MOJA'Ss Manjang explained: ‘‘We were 
against the coup. It was untimely because 
the masses still believed that there were 
possibilities of changing the government 
within the framework of the constituuion. 
While we were against the coup, we did 
not see it as the affair of the Senegalese 
They used it as a pretext to violate 
Gambian sovereignty. 


Now that the Senegalese are entrenched, 
relations between them and the local 
population have been soured. There have 
been allegations that the Senegalese 
soldiers are becoming more and more 
repressive. They have been accused of 
rape and murder and there 1s constant 
tension between the 6,000 soldiers and the 


small Gambia Field Force. 


Was there any hope that things might 
change for the better? Manjang thought 
so: *‘One of the major factors in our 
favour is that the majority of Gambians 
are opposed to the Confederation and to 
Senegalese occupation. Even in Senegal, 
11 of the 1S political parties are against 
occupation of The Gambia and the 
Confederal arrangements. 

‘There is also the fact that both 
countries are having major economic 
problems and would therefore find 1 hard 
10 maintain the Confederation and 
Senegalese soldiers. Also, Senegal has its 
own internal problems. There are regions 
which are calling for secession — for 
example Cassamance, where there was an 
uprising last December. 

‘*But most important is the 
determination of Gambians to free 
themselves from the shackles of the 
Senegalese. Any annexation will never be 
stable.’ 

MOJA was formed in December 1979 
‘because of the growing deterioration of 
the social and economic fabric in The 
Gambia and because of the lack of any 
alternative political movement to remedy 
the situation.’’ Manjang explained: 








CSO: 


**There was an absence of genuine mass 
Organisations which were independent of 
the government to provide channels for 
the manifestation of opposition. 

‘In MOJA there were members from all 
walks of life, includan., politicians. We 
were able to organise cells throughout the 
country. It was not long before the 
government moved againsi us."’ 

The coup attempt of 1981 was the 
chmax of the confrontation between the 
ppP and MOJA. Most of the latter’s 
members were forced to flee abroad where 
MOJA is functioning very well. ‘‘Abroad, 
Our work must be seen in the light of the 
number of Gambian exiles which has 
tripled in the last two years. Between 
32-40% of young people under 30 are out 
of the country,’’ Manjang said. 

Within The Gambia, MOJA has been 
able to re-organise despite the fact that 
many of its members have been detained, 


3400/442 


killed or forced into exile, according to 
Manjang. *‘We've even iffiltrated the 
establishment,’” he told Africa Now. 

But the government is hitting back. 
According to Manjang, the authorities are 
using food as a political weapon agains! 
its Opponents. He said 63% of the food 
consumed between June 1982 and June 
this year was food aid. 

**The government monopolises 
distribution of this food and it is an 
effective method of political repressioin. 
The food is distributed through District 
Commissioners who must be ppp 
members, chiefs, village heads and local 
PPP chairmei. Those who don’t actively 
support the ppp, the Confederation or the 
presence of Senegalese soldiers don’t get 
any part of this aid,’’ Manjang told 
Africa Now. For The Gambia, a couniry 
of only half-a-million people, such 
measures may have grave repercussions @ 











tC AMBIA 


PRLEFS 


CDC INVESTMENT IN GAFP--The Commonwealth Development Corporation (CDC) is to 
make a long-term investment of 40.988mm, four-fifths in loan and one-fifth 
in equity, in the Gambian Agricultural and Fisheries Ltd (GAFP). GAFP wants 
to build a #3.6m fish processing and cold storage complex at Banjul, to 
facilitate greater exploitation of the country's fisheries resources, said 
by the FAO to be among the least depleted along the West African coast. 

The complex which will include a chill room and cold storage, a fish 
processing unit with blast plate freezers, an ice making plant and store, 
and a fish smoking facility is to be built by two British companies, Lancaster 
Construction Ltd and Fishtech International Ltd, which are taking shares in 
the company. The capacity will be 5,000 tonnes of fish a year to be mainly 
exported. The project is co-financed by the International Finance Corpora- 
tion (IFC) and the Gambian Government, whose contribution will come from a 
loan provided by the European Investment Bank. [Text] [London WEST AFRICA 
in English No 3461, 12 Dec 83 p 2898] 


CSO: 3400/444 
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GHANA 


NEW REVENUE COLLECTION OFFICE ESTABLISHED 
AB22101/7 Accra Domestic Service in English 0600 GMT 22 Dec 83 


[Text] The Citizen's Vetting Committee [CVC], established under Provisional 
National Defense Council [PNDC] law 1, has been renamed the Office of the 
Revenue Commissioners. Under the Office of the Revenue Commissioners law 
signed by the chairman of the PNDC yesterday, the new office shall monitor 
the operations of all revenue agencies responsible for the central govern- 
ment revenue and investigate persons whose lifestyle and expenditures sub- 
stantially exceed their known or declared income. It shall also perform 

the functions of the special task court under the income tax amendment law 
1983, PNDC law 61, as well as try all offenses arising under the income tax 
decree and the customs and excise decree and other revenue laws. 


The power vested in the former CVC to investigate persons whose bank accounts 
exceed 50,000 cedis has been removed. Persons are therefore not to be 
investigated on the basis of their bank balances. 


In another development, the Office of the Revenue Commissioners, formerly 
the CVC, has announced a package deal for all persons who may be called to 
appear before it. Every income earner who voluntarily goes to declare his 
hither to undeclared income or wealth to the central revenue department and 
fully pays the appropriate taxes would be leniently considered by the Office 
ot the Revenue Commissioners. For this purpose, a grace period of 3 months, 
from 31 December 1983 to 31 March 1984, is granted. Thereafter, the Office 
of the Revenue Commissioners will intensify its activities and anyone found 
by the committee after the deadline to have concealed his incomes or wealth 
will be given the appropriate penalty under the existing law of the commis- 
sion. 


All frozen bank accounts, that is all bank accounts which were frozen by the 
PNDC after 31 December 1981 because they were above 50,000 cedis, are hereby 
defrozen. All treasury bills and stocks may now be redeemed without reference 
to the Office of the Revenue Commissioners. This however does not apply to 
bank accounts and assets specifically frozen by the PNDC. 


CSO: 3400/450 











GHANA 


BRIEFS 





JAPANESE ROAD REHABILITATION GRANT--Ghana and Japan today signed an agreement 
on a Japanese grant of about $2.1 million for road rehabilitation. The secre- 
tary tor foreign affairs, Dr Obed Asamoah, signed on behalf of the government 
while the Japanese ambassador to Ghana, Mr Naoki Nakano, initialled for his 
country. Dr Obed Asamoah observed that the grant, which is the second of 

its kind, is one in a series of Japanese grants to assist Ghana in her eco- 
nomic recovery program. He said Japan has been assisting Ghana in areas like 
fisbing, medical research, transport, and communications. She has also made 
grants to her for the importation of food and agricultural equipment. Dr 
Obed Asamoah thanked the government and the people of Japan for this gesture 
and hoped the cordial relations that exist between the two countries, which 
form the basis of the assistance, will continue. On his part, the Japanese 
ambassador said the PNDC's [Provisional National Defense Council] measures 
for economic rehabilitation are attracting the attention of developed 
countries to offer assistance to Ghana. He hoped the new set of road con- 
struction machinery will be fully utilized. [Text] [AB221620 Accra Domestic 
Service in English 1300 GMT 22 Dec 83] 


APPEALS COMMITTEE ESTABLISHED--The exact operation of the right of appeal 

for a review of decisions of the national public tribunal has been set up. 
Speaking to GBC [Ghana Broadcasting Corporation] news in an exclusive inter- 
view today, the attorney-general and commissioner for justice, Mr J.E.K. 
Aikins, said these appeals will be heard by a committee that has been set 

up for the purpose. The committee, which is just about to start work, has 

the attorney general or his nominee as a member. Others are the coordinator 
for vettings investigations and tribunals, a member of the public board of 
tribunals, and a nominee each of the National Defense Committee and the 
Prisons! Service Council. Mr Aikins said all aggrieved persons not satisfied 
with decisions of the tribunal have to appeal first to the PNDC [Provisional 
National Defense Council] from where it will be sent to the appeals committee. 
The committee's decisions will then be forwarded to the PNDC which has the 
right to accept or reject the decision. The attorney-general says all those 
already serving prison terms and others sentenced in absentia can appeal 
against their judgement. [Text] [AB231855 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 23 Dec 83] 











CURFEW IMPOSED ON BAWKU--A dusk-to-dawn curfew has been imposed on Bawku 
following intercommunal fighting between Mamprusis and Kusasis. According 

to our correspondent, three people have been killed and nine others seriously 
injured. The immediate cause of the fighting is not known. The secretary 

for Upper East, John Ndeburgre, has visited the scene of the fighting. Police 
and military personnel have been deployed to the area to help maintain law 


and order. [Text] [AB251358 Accra Domestic Service in English 1300 GMT 25 
Dec 83} 
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KENYA 


BRIEFS 


FRG ALD AGREEMENT SIGNED--The minister for finance and planning, Prof George 
Saitoti, and the West German ambassador to Kenya Mr Johannes Von Vacano today 
signed two agreements for a total sum of 100 million shillings. The agreement 
for LOO million shillings will be used to purchase goods in the agricultural, 
transport and industrial sectors as well as in the postal, telecommunications 
and railways fas heard]. The other 5 million shillings, which is a grant, is 
to finance feasibility studies for future projects. The projects will be 
financed by the government of the Federal Republic of Germany. Speaking on 
behalf of the Kenya Government, Prof Saitoti thanked the West German Govern- 
ment for its continued partnership in Kenya's development. [figures as heard] 
[Text] [EA282201 Nairobi Domestic Service in English 1600 GMT 28 Dec 83] 


CSO: 3400/467 
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MALI 


BRIEFS 


USSR AMBASSADOR-DESIGNATE NAMED--The ambassador-designate of the USSR to Mali 
is Yevgeniy Nersesov, who was appointed by a decree issued in Moscow today. 
Mr Nersesov, who is 62 years old, entered the service in 1951. He was 
appointed ambassador to Morocco after serving as the head of the USSR diplo- 
matic mission in Chad from 1974 and 1978. He replaces Malik Fazylov who has 
been here since 1976 and who has been appointed the ambassador to Rabat. 
[Text] [AB260835 Damako Domestic Service in French 1300 GMT 24 Dec 83] 


WHEAT, RICE FROM ALGERIA, USSR--Bamako, 4 Jan (AFP)--Algeria has granted Mali 
2,000 tons of wheat flour in food aid, it has been learned in Bamako. The aid 
comes in addition to a gift of agricultural equipment (about 10 tractors, 
trailers, and tank trailers) presented to the Malian authorities last week. 
These gifts, which are designed to support Mali's authorities in their struggle 
against the effects of the drought, will be complemented by an Algerian contribu- 
tion to a well-sinking program in the region along the Mali-Algeria border. 

For its part, the USSR will donate to Mali 1,000 tons of rice, said the Soviet 
ambassador to Mali, who specified that the cost of transport of the food aid 
will be met by the Soviet side, adding that this is in response to Mali's 
appeal for assistance to the masses of people affected by the drought. [Text] 
[ABO4il15 Paris AFP in French 1010 GMT 4 Jan 84] 
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MOZAMBIQUE 





CONSTRUCTLON OF CORUMANE, PEQUENOS LIBOMBOS DAMS UNDER WAY 
Maputo TEMPO in Portuguese 4 Dec 83 pp 31-37 
(Article by Fernando Lima: "Dams: to Control the Wealth Drained Into the Sea''] 


[Text] Corumane and Pequenos Libombos are two dams currently under construction 
in Maputo Province. With dimensions quite different from one another, never- 
theless their purpose is the same: to control the wealth drained into the sea 
and thus ensure water for farming and livestock raising, and to normalize the 
water supply for the city of Maputo, in the case of the dam over the Umbeluzi. 


Yellow grass and bare trees are the prevailing landscape along the road heading 
toward Sabie. This, together with other sections of Gaza and Inhmabane, is one 
of the areas hardest hit by the drought besetting Southern Africa. 


A few wells on the rocky road indicate the recent rainfall in the area during 
November. Women and children are collecting the muddy water in cans, while 
threatening bony livestock vie for space on the road with the vehicles using 
it. 


Fifteen kilometers beyond Sabie, a bustling prefabricated village, there 
appears one of the daring projects undertaken in independent Mozambique. 


Corumane is the name of the dam which a: Italian consortium, contracted by the 
Mozambican Government, proposes to built in 48 months. 


However, it is not the only hydraulic project being executed in Maputo Province: 
Actually, 40 kilometers from the capital, work has also begun, at the start of 
the year, on the Pequenos Libombos dam on the Umbeluzi River, the source of 
the city's drinking water supply. 


Origin of the Projects 
Studies were made on the two dams before Mozambique became independent. The 
basic design for the Pequenos Libombos construction was even completed in 1974, 


when the shortages in the water supply for what was then Lourenco Marques were 
more than obvious. 
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During the Third FRELIMO [Mozambican Liberation Front] Congress, held in 1977, 
Corumane and Pequenos Libombos were listed in the Social and Economic Direc- 
tives as projects to be started in 1980. 


Meanwhile, the designs have been completed as well as the international 
contacts to find financiers for such extensive undertakings. 


[t was from Italy, currently Mozambique's leading Western economic partner, 
that the construction of the two dams received the greatest receptiveness. 


The period of severe recession that was being experienced then in particular 
also had a considerable influence on the decision, when one realizes that 
loans act as an incentive to national industries in a time of crisis. 


In addition to the [Italian loans, Pequenos Libombos has the participation of 
ADB (African Development Bank), ADF (African Development Fund) and, to a 
lesser extent, the Portuguese banks, which back the services rendered by 
companies in this country involved in the project. 


Goals to be Attained 


The Corumane dam will be established in an area traditionally stricken by the 
lack of rainfall. Indexes available from the Meteorological Services show 
the meager pluviometric precipitation recorded in the Sabie region. 


Supplying water for farning and livestock raising is one of the goals to be 
attained. The Sabie River, originating in South Africa, "where it provides 
drinking water for the animals in the Krueger Park reservation," empties into 
the Incomati, on the banks of which major agro-industrial enterprises, such 
as the sugar enterprises, have been set up. 


This year, the drought phenomenon caused the sea water to flow upstream of 
the river, threatening the soil of the Incomati sugar enterprise, established 
in Xinavane. The same situation affected Maragra, in Manhica, although the 


salinity problem there is regarded as "a chronic situation." 


Hence, the regulation of volumes of flow is another goal to be attained, 
minimizing the effects of a flood or an abnormal drop in water volume. 
Although they have different dimensions, Corumane and Pequenos Libombos serve 
identical purposes. 


In the case of the dam over the Umbeluzi, there is also a concern to normalize 
the water supply for Maputo, an undertaking that will have to be supplemented 
by an increase in the capacity for impoundment and treatment of the water, 

as shown by the last rainfall which was not, even on this account, reflected 
in a larger amount of water at the disposal of the city's population. 


After the field work was started, the idea of establishing small hydroelectric 
powerplants at the two dams beran to take shape. The studies are under way, 
and there are indications that the option might soon be actually implemented, 


although there may be a secondary structural plan. 








[he Corumane dam was designed by the Portuguese company Hidrotecnica Portugue- 
sa, which is simultaneously responsible for the inspection. The project was 
awarded to an Italian consortium set up specifically for this purpose, which 
took the name COBOCO, resulting from the participation of Condote d'Aqua, 
sonitica Spa and the League of Cooperatives. 


The Pequenos Libombos project, in turn, belongs to the firm Hidroprojecto 
Portuguesa, and is being executed by an Italian consortium (Stradecop), 
comprised of Italstrade and the League of Cooperatives. The inspection is 
shared by Coyne et Bellier of France, Enge-Rio of Brazil and the Portuguese 
firm Oman. 


The Mozambican Government, through the National Water Directorate, is the owner 
of the project, and has assigned two engineers to be in charge of the plans 


Technical Features 


Both Corumane and Pequenos Libombos are earth-fiil dams, with a concrete 
section in the overflow spillway tower. 


The only enterprise of these dimensions existing in Mozambique is the Massingir 
dam built n the Elefantes River. Problems involving water leakage in the 
foundation have not yet allowed for the use of this project's maximum liquid 


Storage ‘apacity. 


[he Corumane dam will have a total length of nearly 3,000 meters and a maximum 
height of 46 meters, while its twin on the Umbeluzi will be 1,600 meters long 


and a maximum of 45 meters high. 


fhe dam on the Sabie involves the movement of nearly 8.5 million cubic meters 

of fill and the use of 170,000 cubic meters of cuncrete. Its lagoon, extend- 

ing over 68 square kilometers, will have a storage capacity estimated at 1,200 

million cubic meters of water. The irrigationarea to be benefited by Corumane 

is indicated as 36,000 hectares, but the more skeptical technicians are 
siderin smaller figures. 


The construction, started on 25 January of this year, is scheduled to end by 
lanuary 1987, its estimated cost being $110 million (approximately 6 nillion 


( mtos). 


[The Pequen Libombos dam, for its part, requires 4 million cubic meters of 
fill. The concrete and the hydromechanical equipment account for 40 percent 
‘f the total cost of the project. The flooded area will be 50 square kilome- 
ters, storing 440 million cubic meters of water. The benefit for irrigated 


irming will amount to 17,000 hectares, and its total cost is $70 million. 


The delivery time for the project is 42 months. 





Pace of the Work 


[In Corumane, on a small hill devoid of vegetation and beaten by an inclement 
sun, 80 prefabricated houses are being erected, to be used by the workers and 
technicians involved in the dam. Over an area of 6,000 square meters, there 
are also offices, technical premises, a medical station, a lodging place, 

two mess halls and an Italian school. 


The houses for the transferred workers are considered an important factor for 
the progress of the project. One of those in charge of the enterprise remarks: 
"Minimal reestablishment of the family environment breaks the tension and 
creates a different atmosphere in this work, which requires a large amount 

of physical and psychological stress." 


The camp which, in the future, may be another urban center indicated on the 
map, will also have a pool and tennis courts "to break the isolation and 
diversify the use of spare time.'' For the present, they are benefits given 
to the foreign community established there. 


On the side in the direction of the river, the industrial zone, the rock- 
crushing center and the concrete center are under construction. 


[he Mozambican in charge of the project explains: 'The most intense work 
will begin in April." 


[t will be then that the dam itself will start to grow. The work performed 
is multiplying on several fronts, ranging from the preparation of the provi- 
sional diversion channel for the river to the conduits for the discharge at 
the base, the cofferdam and the preparation of the foundation for the dam. 


A probing team is meticulously continuing its work to determine with the 
maximum precision possible the geological profile along the dam axis. 


Based on a clause in the contract, the Italian contractors are also respon- 
sible for the construction of the Sabie-Corumane road, a section about 16 
kilometers long. The construction should already have been completed, but 
the setbacks that have occurred will prevent it from materializing until 
March 1984. 


The residential zone in Pequenos Libombos is being finished. Arranged in 
the same pattern as that of Corumane, the houses have nevertheless been 
built of brickwork and tile, consisting of 180 units virtually completed. 
The final details are currently being applied by carpenters, pipefitters and 
electricians. 


At the work site, the industrial vard has already been finished, and the 
concrete and stone-crushing centers are being tested. 


The Umbeluzi River was diverted from its normal course in April, and then 
the cofferdam, which will allow for the continuation of the work on the dry 
foundations and security to continue, was erected. 
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A slight obstacle occurred upon the increase in the Umbeluzi's volume of flow. 
The access to the side opposite the residential zone, the work center to be 
exact, had to be made across the Namaacha road, an additional section of 25 
kilometers. The bridge over the Umbeluzi, planned for the next few weeks, 
will eliminate this temporary problem. 


Labor 


Not very tar from Sabie, 35-ton trucks and gigantic excavators are continuing 
at a fearful pace the removal and moving of earth. The rock elevation through 
which the conduits will pass for the base discharge and the overflow spillway 
are "dismantled" with the use of explosives. 


Finding skilled labor was a problem, and continues to be such. The contractors 
even went so far as to suggest the recruitment of workers in an Oriental 
country for what they considered "total fulfillment of their commitments." 
Moreover, it is customary in the North African and Gulf countries to involve 
labor from the Mediterranean countries of Europe and from the Far East. 


Despite the difficulties confronted, the use of Mozambican workers has proven 
to be positive. Their dedication to work and willingness to learn have been 
recognized by everyone. 


A substantial part of this work force consists of former migrant workers in 
the South African mines. Many have even handled heavy machinery. However, 
they lack knowledge of the best utilization and maintenance of the equipment. 


On a project of major scope with stipulated contractual deadlines, the level 

of requirements is very high. Failure to carry out operations within the 

fixed periods could cause large fines on both sides (for the contractor or 

for the owner of the project who bears responsibility for guaranteeing supplies 
of cement, iron, lumber, explosives and fuels). ..t critical junctures in the 
projects, floodlights are installed so that the work can continue for 24 hours. 
This has not been necessary at present, but with the approach of the crucial 
phase of the work, night shifts will be started. 


[he two dams employ over 1,000 men. An attempt has been made to have the 
level of wages based on the degree of demands placed on the workers. 


The intention is to make the wage in keeping with the competence and responsi- 
bility of each individual, using as a basis the indicators of a project with 
the aforementioned features. 


Creating responsibility for the work being performed and for the equipment being 
handled entails a wage correspondence that is not always evident to the "bala- 
laika" bureaucrats swarming in the various offices of human resources scattered 
over the country, bound to the devious ways of 4/80. 








fhe philosophy pursued in the hard work on the dams is aimed at obtaining the 
maximum output from men and machines employed. So that this may occur, there 
must be a guarantee of wages that are minimally fair, good food and local 
housing that will prevent long commuting. 


A technician already worn out from traveling about "big projects" asks: "What 
responsibility can be demanded of a driver with 4 contos in his pocket and 
10 hours of work per day under his belt?" 


On this job, in addition to the wages and overtime, consideration is being 
viven to introducing material incentives, rewarding everyone for output and 
productivity. 


The same technician argues: "If someone is killed working here, it is only 
fair that there be just compensation for his effort." 


Lack of Cadres 


As a problem of national dimensions, the lack of skilled personnel is also 

an enigma for the Maputo dams. There is a shortage of foremen, stone workers, 
electricians and topographers, not to mention specialists in civil and 
mechanical construction. 


Each of the enterprises is a small university, in which knowledge is applied 
and tested. It is for this very reason that technicians with international 
reputations pay regular visits to Corumane and Pequenos Libombos, in order 
to monitor applications of technology and tests. 


it is undertakings such as these that could serve as a school for training 
Mozambican cadres, and as a springboard for national initiatives in the 
hydraulic field. 


The proposition of proliferating large dams in a country currently facing a 
shortage of technical and financial resources is questionable. However, the 
"acquired school" would make it possible to set up national enterprises speci- 
alizing in the construction of small earth-fill dams and agricultural hydrau- 
lics that are so necessary for developing the rural economy. 


A coffer, a small earth-fill dam, can solve some of tiie problems of a rural 
community, contributing to the control of water, one of our vital resources. 


2909 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


SOVLET AMBASSADOR PRESENTS EQUIPMENT, FOOD ALD 
MB300946 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 1700 GMT 29 Dec 83 


[Text] The Soviet ambassador in Maputo today donated several articles to the 
Mozambique Government, part of them for drought victims. The articles include 
7,000 tons of rice, more than 4,000 tons of machinery and equipment such as 
tractors, agricultural machinery and pipes to open wells in rural regions. 


These donations are a true testimony to the solidarity between our country and 
the Soviet Union. These relations greatly strengthened during the visit of 
President Samora Machel to the Soviet Union in March this year. When he made 
the donations, the ambassador of the Soviet Union to Mozambique spoke about 


the traternal teelings of the Soviet people toward the Mozambican people: 


[Begin recording of Soviet ambassador in Russian with superimposed Portuguese 
translation] Dear Comrade Minister, Dear Comrades: Once again I want to 
stress that this rice donation is a testimony to the friendly feelings of the 
Soviet people toward the Mozambican people and we firmly and openly state 

that our relations are based on a firm foundation. With a foundation of mutual 
respect and tratefnal help, these relations have a tendency to increase, and 


to develop still more. There is not and there will not be any coubt about 
that, and because ot this I have the great pleasure of wishing comrade minister 
a good testive season and a happy new year. We can consider this to be a new 
year's donation. [End recording | 


[n thanking the ambassador for the donation, Minister Pascoal Mocumbi said: 


[Begin Mocumbi recording] In the name of the government of the People's 
Republic ot Mozambique and in the name of our people, we want to express our 
happiness as we witness here at the Maputo harbor the off loading of the goods 


that the ambassador has listed and which constitute, in our opinion, yet another 
example and manitestation of the traditional solidarity ot the Soviet Union 

with the People’s Republic of Mozambique. The goods will immediately help 
ninimize the ditficulties we face as a result of the drought. They will also 
enable us to promote self-sufficiency in food production [words indistinct] 

for all, and some equipment will enable the people to overcome the drought 


} | . ] ! a) , . 
and be able to feed themselves. 


We believe that this gesture will contribute to strenghtening--it has contri- 


buted--the links of friendship and solidarity that have always existed between 
the Soviet and Mozambican peoples and between the People's Republic of Mozam- 
bique and the USSR. [End recording] 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


BRIEFS 


WORLD FOOD PROGRAM ASSISTANCE--In Maputo today Mozambique and the World Food 
Program [WFP] ratified a plan for urgent food assistance for the populations 
affected by the drought in Inhambane and Gaza Provinces. Within the framework 
of the plan the WFP is going to offer our country 27,000 tons of corn, 3,600 
tons of beans and 25 tons of other products. The first consignment, due to 
arrive at the beginning of January, is to include about 6,600 tons of corn. 
Speaking at the ceremony for the signing for the accord, Aranda da Silva, vice 
chairman of the Commission for the Prevention of and Fight Against Natural 
Calamities, said that the aid will contribute to improving the stock of food 
for the zones considered critical in terms of nutrition. On his part the WFP 
representative assured that substantial logistical support would be given 
through an emergency program of road transportation financed by Sweden. [Text] 
[MB230715 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 1700 GMT 21 Dec 83] 


EX=PRISONERS IN AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMS--The Ministry of Agriculture and the 
Maputo Executive Council have offered their services to those who have 
benefited from the No 7-83 which grants pardons for certain sentences. Many 
people are needed in the scope of the agricultural development programs, and 
conditions exist for immediate integration of the beneficiaries in the various 
production fronts. [Text] [MB291203 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0900 GMT 29 Dec 83] 


who participated in the Zimbabwean war of liberation were yesterday awarded 
officer rank by President Samora Machel. In a ceremony held in a Maputo 
stadium, President Samora praised those members of the Mozambican army who 
had faced "the shrapnel and the bullets of the Smith regime's troops. These 
soldiers had then been selected to attend military courses abroad in 1982. 

A contingent of about 500 Mozambican volunteers had fought inside Zimbabwe 
side by side with Zimbabwean liberation forces in the closing stages ol the 

| A second group of Mozambican 


ZIMBABWE VETERANS PROMOTED--Maputo, 30 Dec (AIM/PANA)--Mozambican soldiers 


war against the illegal minority regime. | 
fighters had assisted the Tanzanian Army in the war against Ugandan dictator 
Idi Amin. In all, 81 newly appointed officers attended today's ceremony. | 
They included three captains, one major and one lieutenant, while the majority 
were second lieutenants and sergeants. An officers training course for the 
defence of Maputo ended on Wednesday. The course closed with a demonstrat ton 
9f martial arts. [Text] [AB301039 Dakar PANA in English 1005 GMT 30 Dec 83] 


\ s 
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NAMIBIA 


SOUTH AFRICAN REFFERENDIM VIEWFD 
Windhoek DIE REPUBLIKEIN in Afrikaans 4 Nov 83 p 6 
[Editorial: "Yes Is Not Yes And No!" ] 


[Text] The declaration of yes made by South African whites to the new 
constitutional model was not half-hearted; it was an unambiguous 
declaration tor renewal. 


there is nothing, therefore, to impede the government of the Republic of 
South Atrica from moving forward unambiguously in the course which the 
voters have chosen. If the government were to hesitate in moving forward 

in implementation as soon as possible, it will deprive itself of the national 


as well as international gain which this overwhelming yes-vote has provided 


For South-West Atrica, the outcome of the referendum is cause for great 
ptimism. 


The pressure on the South African government from the right has snapped. 
Thus, it need not be feared that the necessary developments that must now 


take place in South-West Africa need to cause confusion for the government. 
we would like to so interpret that the Scuth African voters by implication 
cast their yes-votes for South-West Africans as well, in order to continue 


the road of renewal. 


That road has not only been designated in the past, but already cleared 
t : very important extent. It is the road to self-government and in- 


lependence 


1.e administrator-general has repeatedly said that he wants to return 
control of the central government to the South-West Africans. 


\nd the South African government has consistently attempted over the past 
[0 years to let South-West Africa develop towards independence. 





The group of whites in South-West Afrca who in the past have opposed self- 
government and independence, and who have worked hard for a swing to the 


right in South African politics, will have to reconsider their role on the 
road ahead. 


They will have to thoroughly ask themselves how they can contribute something 
positive under the new circumstances. 


The answer is obvious: they must stop looking for he!p from their kindred 
spirits in South Africa; their best friends are to be found nowhere else but 
in South-West Africa. And those friends consist of all the peace-loving 
people whose roots have been put down and intertwined in this country. 


Whoever cannot come to an agreement with his fellow citizens does not have 
friends anywhere who can help. This is as simple as the issue itself. 


12271 
CSO: 3401/26 


QQ 





NAMIBIA 


REPORT ON VISIT TO BORDER POST, CONTACT WITH UNITA 
Windhoek DIE REPUBLIKEIN IN Afrikaans 7 Nov 83 p 2 
[Article by Andre de Bruyn: "UNITA's Post on South-West African Border" ] 


[Text] One of the most extraordinary frontier posts in the world was 
recently set up at Oshikango, on the war-ravaged border between Angola and 
South-West Africa/Namibia. 


On the Angolan side it is manned by a group of UNITA soldiers under the 
command of a lieutenant. This side is controlled by South African soldiers, 
also under the command of a young lieutenant. 


After much difficulty and with certain stipulations, DIE REPUBLIKEIN was 
allowed last week to go to Oshikango and see the frontier post. The border 
may not be crossed, speaking with the UNITA people is not allowed, and the 
armed forces could not guarantee our safety. 


In order to get to Oshikango, approximately 70 km north of Ondangwa, an 
earth road known as "Land Mine Lane" must be tackled. This road is strewn 
with the wreckage of cars and small trucks. 


Once upon a time, Oshikango must have been a picturesque little frontier 
town, with buildings painted white, palm trees and tropical vegetation. 
The buildings that are still standing now are a mirror of the war which 
rages there. The walls are marked by bullets, rockets and mortars. The 
area is strewn with bullet shells, witness to the combat that has taken 
place there. 


From the frontier gate, a group of UNITA soldiers can be seen sitting around 
in the shadow of a building a couple hundred meters away. In the steaming 
midday heat of about 38 degrees there is little activity. 


Earlier reports that UNITA had erected a notice at the border that read 
"UNITA-Controls-Oshikango" are wrong. There was no trace of such a sign. 











From the soldiers’ relaxed air it appears that they are indeed in control 
of that part of Angola and that they do not expect a counterattack by the 
MPLA or by SWAPO. 


On this side of the border, the soldiers are properly dug in, and a neat base 
with enclosures and guards has been set up. According to members of the 
security forces, the UNITA fighters are friendly, and their lieutenant and 

a sergeant come chat from time to time. 


Although there is no official connection between the security forces and 
UNITA, they are nevertheless informal companions in a common struggle 
against the Russian-supported forces of SWAPO and the MPLA. 


The fact that a common frontier post has been established at Oshikango will 
probably not be recorded in the annals of world history, but is is neverthe- 
less of great strategic importance. 


It comes down to the fact that UNITA is now active again in the so-called 
"no man's Land" between Owambo and Angola, and this indicates that their 
claims of success against the MPLA in Angola's southern Cunene Province are 
not exaggerated. 


The South African armed forces and the South-West African territorial forces 
are as usual hesitant to provide any commentary on a matter involving UNITA, 
but it is a well-known fact that SWAPO's terrorists will not readily try to 
infiltrate those areas where UNITA is. 


UNITA's presence in the area north of Owambo can perhaps also be an ex- 
planation for SWAPO's low profile there and its intensified activities in 
the Kavango. SWAPO has never been exactly known for its love of direct 
confrontation. 


Oshikango's frontier post is not yet one of those frontier posts where your 
passport is stamped before you cross the border, but who knowns, in the 
future this might be the place where tourists can enter a peaceful Angola 
for vacation. 


At this point, the gate is used freely by resident of Angola and Owambo to 
move back and forth. Animals are chased across the border and Angolans 


come to do their shopping in Owambo. 


"We know that when UNITA's people are in the area, SWAPO and the MPLA will 


not easily harass us," an Angolan citizen explained to us in Portuguese. 


[t is an area that exists on top of a powder keg. 
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NAMIBIA 


COMMENT ON KALAHART RATLWAY PLAN 
Windhoek DIE REPUBLIKEIN in Afrikaana 9 Nov 83 p 4 
[Editorial: "Trans-Kalahari"} 


[Text] Long-sighted dreams very often lead to construction projects, the 
value of which cannot be easily overestimated. 


This was the case in our own country with, for example, Hardap and Ruacana. 


For many decades, the large dam on the Fish River and the hydroelectric 
plant at the Ruacana waterfall were merely dreams of the future. 


And today these are beneficial realities. 
The same may be true with two other such "dreams" from years past. 


One is the utilization of the waters of the Okavango and the other is the 
construction of a trans-Kalahari railroad. 


It is good that the administrator-general granted his consent to an 
examination of the possibilities of such a railroad by a Botswana government 
consultant group. 


By the nature of the matter, there are various facets that must be taken 
into consideration. 


One is the feasibility of constructing such a railroad. Another is the cost 
of building it. 


One more: usefulness. And furthermore: the revenues that it could produce, 
economy and so on, 


And of course the question of how it will influence existing rail connections 
with regard to cargo and upkeep must be examined. 


But there is no doubt that our part of Southern Africa has poor connections 
with neighboring areas. 





The consquences of this are obvious. 


The lack of connecting routes hinders progress and development; it lets 
already backward areas become even more backward. 


Therefore, a thorough consideration of the possibilities of this railroad 
is not only necessary; it would amount to negligence of duty if the back- 
ground study is not carried out seriously. 


12271 
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NAMIBIA 


SA COMMENT ON POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS 
South Africa's Southwest Policy Questioned 
Capetown DLE BURGER in Afrikaans 15 Nov 83 p 10 


_Commentary by Professor P.J.J.S.Potgieter, Department of Political Science, 
Potchefstroom University: "Nature of Political Struggle in South-West Africa 
'Misread ' "| 


(Text | It depends on the success of the multi-party conference 
which started on Saturday in Windhoek whether the political 
struggle against SWAPO can also be won. Most observers agree 
that, even though the military war against SWAPO is going 

well, the political support for SWAPO is still increasing 

and that it would very probably win a general election now. 


A consolidated internal alternative to SWAPO has not yet developed. That is sur- 
prising, especially if one keeps in mind that probably no more than 5 percent of 
the inhabitants of the area would be interested in the Marxist-socialist system 
which SWAPO has in prospect for the Southwest. 


The first reason for the existing impotence of the internal political parties is 
that the institutions necessary to carry out a democratic political process have 
not been sufficiently developed yet. Especially parties among blacks can hardly 
be seen as political parties in the full sense of the word. Most of them still 
resemble resistance movements. There is not much discussion of political-eco- 
nomic programs, interaction between the elite and the masses, party organization 
and party discipline. 


But South Africa itself is also being held responsible for the lack of an inter- 
nal political initiative. 


Iwo errors in the South African Government's handling of the situation in the 
Southwest should be emphasized. The first is that it "misread" the nature of the 
political struggle in that area. The second is that it continued to retain a 
political-socioeconomic system in which the signs of apartheid still are clearly} 
visible. 
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[n the tirst place, the struggle in the Southwest is too often regarded as only 
part of the greater attack of communism against Southern Africa. That led to 

the situation that the true nature of the policical struggle in the Southwest 

1S misunderstood. 

fo state it briefly: the Nama herdsman on a farm near Keetmanashoop is a SWAPO 
supporter not because he is in favor of SWAPO's Marxist program for an independent 
Southwest, but because to him SWAPO symbolizes an authentic resistance against 
white domination and exploitation by South Africa. 


Whether the perceptions he has of the whites and of South Africa are correct is 
not important. The fact is that they exist among many blacks and that this is 
the reason tor their empathy with and support for SWAPO. It means that the 
political struggle is more a matter of nationalism than of communism. Fighting 
the struggle against SWAPO on the basis of anti-communism, as has been primarily 
done so far, thus is the same as fighting an imaginary enemy. 


The other obstacle which South Africa itself is placing on the road of a political 
alternative for SWAPO is that it continues to preserve a system in which color 
discrimination exists. SWAPO cannot be defeated in the voting booth if apartheid 
1S preserved in the Southwest. 


Recalled 


Judge Theunie Steyn, the first administrator general of the Southwest, understood 
that and started to take the necessary steps toward the creation of a society in 
which blacks would be willing to remove their support from SWAPO. Those steps 
were of course not very desired by a certain part of the white population, and in 
those circumstances it was unavoidable to influence South Africa's internal policy. 
The political standpoint of the HNP LHerstigte Nasionale Party | and later the 
Conservative Party, and the potential influence it had on support tor the govern- 
ment, forced the government to react emotionally to the unrest in the ranks of 
white Southwesterners. How could South Africa justify itself morally if it 
criticized the apartheid system in the Southwest but retained it itself? Sub- 
equently Judge Steyn was recalled and replaced by Dr Gerrit Viljoen, who was 
ordered to apply the system of ethnic two-level governments. 


this happened after South Africa had committed itself in 1978 /not/ to apply the 
furnhalle Constitution, because that was not acceptable to the international com- 
y due to uts ethnic basis. In practice, however, the main concept of the 


ry? > hu 
munity 


Turnhalle Constitution was continued. 


This greatly abated the unrest among whites, but caused great confusion and dis- 

ruption among, other parts of the population. The system created by AG |Administra- 
tor General 8-1980 is seen by all political groups, except AKTUR [Action Front for 
the Preservation of Turnhalle Principles |, as the greatest obstacle on the road to 


meaningful political development in the Southwest. 
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ed the Southwest policy back into ethnic paths, while the struggle 
require a non-ethnic basis and South Africa itself has formally 


lf to a non-ethnic basis. 


ght, South Africa's own domestic political needs, or more specific- 
‘ation within Afrikaner political ranks, 18S one ot the most im 
he unpleasant situation of Southwest politics of the past few 


between the National Party and the Conservative Party, more than 


if the people in the area," has been decisive for the manner in 
ica so tar has dealt with the Southwest situation. 


ations that there are serious attempts on South Africa's part to 

11 political initiative started and in that manner create the cir- 
which Resolution 435 can be applied with greater confidence. It is 
whether much success can be achieved, unless there is better un- 

r the fact that in the Southwest one is basically dealing with a 
i11ich demands different answers from those so far supplied. 


Obstacle to SW Political Solution Discussed 


hannesburg DIE VADERLAND in Afrikaans 15 Nov 83 p ll 
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litical Correspondent Dries van Heerden: "Rightist Dan 
ica Smaller After 2 November" | 


int decisions on the domestic policy of South-West Africa as well as 


it the border should be an important result of the great Yes victory 


howed that the "rightist danger" in the South African policy is over- 


that the situation in the Southwest cannot give much momentum to 


asn't tried for the past 2 months to drag the Southwest into the 
paign Myths about how the Southwest is being "sold out" were 


red up to urge voters to vote no. 


ied that fear of rightist action in South African policy was 
back of the mind of those who had to make decisions on the 
Southwest. 
lid the promising domestic developments which had started with the 


rence ultimately fail due to lack of momentum? 


1 AGS proclamation--which LS completely Bt 
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ical parties except Mr Kosie Pretorius’ SWA-NP | National 


P--still in the code of law? 








[In general there was only fear that Mr Pretorius and his colleagues would come 
to the rural Transvaal area again to fan rightist flames about the future of 
whites in the Southwest. 


Hopefully that fear has now abated--only it is a pity that 6 years of political 
development, which the country could have experienced, have been wasted. 


The fact that even the SWA NP realizes its bargaining power in South African 

politics 1s decreasing can possibly be seen in the careful feelers the party 

has started to put out toward the multi-party conference (VPK), which had its 
first meeting in Windhoek on Saturday. 


A political countermeasure to SWAPO in the Southwest itself remains the greatest 
problem with which decisionmakers have had to cope the past few years. 


Mr Dirk Mudge's DTA |Democratic Turnhalle Alliance] looked like an alternative. 
After the domestic election of 1978 there were definite indications that the 
DTA perhaps could beat SWAPO if it retained its political momentun. 


lt couldn't manage that, however--usually due to factors out of its control. 
AG8, which regulates the distribution of government functions, was continuously 


a handicap to the DTA and for one or another unclear reason there were con- 
tinuous attempts to divide the DTA and undermine Mr Mudge. 


The VPK has certain possibilities of developing into a strong front--but whether 
it will ever equal the strength of the 1978 model DTA is doubtful. 


fogether with the DTA, parties such as SWANU, the Damara Council, SWAPO democrats 
and the Rehoboth liberation party also serve in the VPK. The only thing which 
apparently unites them is their opposition to the administrator general Dr Willie 
van Niekerk and his attempts to bring a state council into being. 


[If the VPK appears to be viable, the possibility could definitely be considered 

of turning it into an interim government. 

An election booth victory against SWAPO still appears unlikely, but a strong front 
could at least prevent SWAPO from achieving a two thirds majority and trom ar- 
bitrarily changing the constitution. 


Although decisions on domestic policy seem difficult, they are only child's play 
compared to the problems waiting on the other front--the military area. 


Ihe United States and South Africa at least are in agreement that the Cuban 
presence in Angola is the most important obstacle on the road to an international 
settlement. The question iss: how does one get rid of those foreign soldiers? 


One thing is sure... . as long as the MPLA government is under military pressure, 
it will never be able to afford to send the Cubans back. If it sees the Cubans as 
the only buffer between it and a military defeat against UNITA, it will not make 


any decisions which will endanger its own security. 
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If the pressure on it is decreased, however, it is just possible that it might 
judge negotiations with UNIYA on the composition of a government more favorably-- 
especially if it can be supplemented with the "carrot" of Western economic aid. 


Officially it 1S denied that South Africa gives aid to UNITA, but it is never- 
theless an open secret that a certain "influence" is being exerted on the insurgent 
organization, 


The question which has already puzzled Western diplomats for years is how UNITA 
and the MPLA will balance each other when their "older brothers"--South Africa 
and Cuba--withdraw from the struggle. 


Various alternatives are possible to find a way out of that dead end. Whatever is 
decided, the strategic interests of South Africa itself and the security of the in- 
habitants of the Southwest will of course have to be taken into account thoroughly. 


A possible scenario is that UNITA relaxes its military pressure on Luanda and 
that South Africa withdraws from large parts of southern Angola. As a counter 
offer the MPLA could use its "influence" over SWAPO to move the terrorists north- 
ward and exert control over SWAPO to prevent attacks over the Southwestern border. 


The possibility of an international peace force to replace the Cubans, as was 
proposed only this week by President Shagari of Nigeria, could also be considered. 


If the shooting and hostilities stop, it could perhaps create an atmosphere in 

which the United States could negotiate with the MPLA in a more peaceful manner 
about the position of the Cubans and a permanent political settlement in Angola 
itself. 
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NIGERIA 


NAN SURVEYS IMPACT OF COUP ON MARKETS, PRICES 
ABO21630 Lagos NAN in English 1620 GMT 2 Jan 84 


[text] Lagos, 2 Jan(NAN)--Soldiers today visited markets in parts of the country 
’ } J 
in a bid to bring down prices of commodities. 


NEWS AGENCYO! NIGERIA (NAN) investigation showed that at the new Alayabiagba 
market on the Badagry expressway in Lagos, soldiers tried to force down prices 
with little positive effect. 


cording to the investigations, some traders, in Lagos have closed their shops 
rrobably to avoid selling at reduced rates. Those interviewed said that the 
ntrol ot prices should start from middlemen who they alleged were responsible 


yr the soaring prices of goods. 


‘'rices ot commodities such as detergents, milk, sugar, rice and vegetable oil 
ive, however, remained at the old rates. The long grain rice still sells for 
between 6) naira and 70 naira per bag as against the control price of 35 naira. 


Prices seem to have tumbled in Jos according to NAN investigation: a bag of 
rice now sells at 30 naira while a bag of semovita which sold for 10 naira now 


sells at 3 naira 50 kobio. In Kaduna, traders at the city's central market 
today locked-up their stalls. Some traders told NAN that a crowd of people 
had tried to force them to sell at reduced prices. 


NAN gathered that the people reaction followed a radio and television report 
sterday indicating that prices of essential items had fallen. A military 
ice detachment is keeping guard over the market. 





\t the Ojo-oba market in Llorin, NAN reports that the market was in disarray 
while many traders refused to open their stalls for fear of being forced to 
reduce prices. Howevever, a tin of ground-nut oil which sold at 15 naira now 
wells at 5 naira, while a packet of omo which sold at 2 naira now sells at 
sR similarly, a tine of Peak milk now sells at 20k as against /7Ok. 


a . , ° P > ° ’ P ° 
Bauchi, commercial activities in the city’s major markets were disrupted 


is news of the presence of army personnel went round. Traders locked up 


their stalls for fear that they might be forced to sell their goods at reduced 
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prices. A trader told NAN that he could not sell a medium-sized omo packet for 
50k when [word indistinct] did not buy it as that price. The soldiers who had 
come to one of the markets expressed dismay at the traders’ action. '"We are 
just here to do our normal shopping they said. 


Reports trom Minna said that traders at the central market closed their stalls 
following yesterday's stir caused by some men who stormed the market demanding 


drastic cut in prices of essential commodities. 


NAN correspondent in Minna reports that a handful of soldiers came to the market 
to demand why the stalls were closed without getting an explanation. 


CSO: 4400/42 
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NIGERIA 


CURRENCY REPORTEDLY WILL BE DEVALUED 'SOON' 
ABO 32144 Paris AFP in English 1811 GMT 3 Jan 84 


[Text] London, 3 Jan (AFP)--Nigerian's new military rulers will soon move 
to devalue that naira by 40 percent, the London financial analysts Maxwell 
St damp ASSO iates pred icted here today. 


lhe group said the military government could even go ahead with the devaluation 
without waiting for the cenclusion of an agreement with the Intemational 


Monetary Fund (IMF). 


The ousted government of President Shehu Shagari had resisted IMF pressures for 

a devaluation as part of an overall economic recovery package, although Maxwell 
| \ ; g 

Stamp three weeks ago said the Shagari administration was resigned to accept 


up now says that the new Nigerian Government, under Major General 
Muhammadu Buhari, will probably want to move quickly to impose a greater de- 
Valuation than was foreseen prior to the takeover, 


A 40-percent fall would bring the naira to rough parity with the U.S. dollar 
from its official rate of 0.74 to the U.S. currency. 


The devaluation would be accompanied or followed by a progressive, partial 
liberalization of imports, the group said. 


Financial circles here estimate that Nigeria's foreign debt lies somewhere 
between LO and 15 billion dollars, including some [words indistinct] short term 


LO dn , 


According to other calculations here, oil revenues, which account for 95 per- 
cent of the country's hard currency receipts, will amount to only 10 billion 
dollars, a sharp drop from the 22 billion received in 1980. 


Ihe country's crude oil is now sold at roughly 30 dollars a barrel, against 
10 dollars in 1980, while production has fallen since then from 2.4 barrels a 
day to 1.3 million as a result of quotas determined by the organization of 


petroleum exporting countries. 
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NIGERIA 


BRIEFS 


FUEL SHORTAGE AT KANO--Kano, 3 Jan (NAN)--Fuel scarcity has hit Kano metropolis 
and its environs, a NEWS AGENCY OF NIGERIA (NAN) correspondent reports. The 
correspondent said that almost all the filling stations had no fuel with the 
exception of African Petroleum and Petrol. As a result, long queues of vehicles 
at the tilling stations extending up to major roads causing serious traffic 
jams. [sentence as received] Tne NNPC [Nigerian National Petroleum Company ] 
depot chief, Mr T.S. Ede, told NAN that work was going on smoothly as tankers 
could be seen being loaded with fuel. <A dealer, however, blamed the problem 

on the NNPC. Roadside fuel dealers now resort to selling a kerosene tin of fuel 
at between 6 naira and 7 naira instead of 4 naira. [Text] [ABO31120 Lagos NAN 


in English 1100 GMT 3 Jan 84] 


STUDENTS SUPPORT NEW REGIME--The students union of the University of Ibadan 

has called on the new military regime to seize and confiscate all assets illegally 
acquired by politicians during the previous administration. Pledging support for 
the new regime, the students union urged the military authorities to freeze the 
iccounts of all the political rulers kept in the country's banks. While calling 
on the military to tackle the economic problems with military precision, the union 
urged the new government to ensure fundamental human rights which the last 
administration violated. The students union also called for the confiscation 

and sale otf privately-owned jet planes bought during the last administration, 
suggesting that the proceeds should be used to import raw materials for manufactur- 
ing industries. It also called on the new military regime to probe and reorganize 
public corporations and parastatals such as the NNPC [Nigerian National Petroleum 
Corporation], NEPA [Nigerian Electric Power Authority], the Nigeria Ports Authority, 
and the Customs and Excise. [Text] [ABO31704 Ibadan Domestic Service in Enylish 


1430 GMT 3 Jan 84] 


BUHARI PRAISED FOR PATRIOTISM--Calabar, 3 Jan (NAN)--The former state secretary 
f the banner Nigeria Advance Party (NAP), Chief Adam Hogan today commended 

the courage, foresight, dedication, and patriotism in effecting a bloodless 
change ot government in the country. In a statement issued in Calabar, 

Chief Hoyan pledged the loyalty and cooperation of the defunct state executive 
of the party with the new administration at both the federal and state levels. 
We pray the almighty God in his infinite wisdom to guide the head of state, 
Maj-General Muhammadu Buhari and members of the supreme military council in 
evolving equitable and lasting measures that would resucitate the dead national 
economy. He said that the names of those courageous men of honour would be 
written in letters of gold in the annals of Nigerian history. [Text] [AB031458 
Lagos NAN in English 1345 GMT 3 Jan 84] 














PROTECTION OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY--Enugu, 3 Jan (NAN)--The Anambra State 
Presidential Liaison Office (PLO) in Enugu has been instructed today to 
i government property and documents are not illegally tampered 


mat a 
with and to pack up all CVU [Conference Vehicles Unit] vehicles in the office 
compound. A NAN correspondent found that some soldiers went to the office 
this morning and took some of the PLO workers to Enugu army garrison to give 
them the instruction. NAN found that the PLO office is being run by an 
idministrative secretary since the presidential liaison officer was dismissed 
following the military coup. [Text] [AB031450 Lagos NAN in English 1340 GMT 

| 


BENIN CITY PRICES DROP--Benin, 3 Jan (NAN)--Prices of some essential commodities 

fell drastically in most commercial areas of Benin city yesterday because of 

momentary presence of soldiers, a NEWS AGENCY OF NIGERIA (NAN) correspondent 

in Benin reports. At the Lagos street commercial area, members of the public 

bought jetergents of varied sizes that hitherto sold for between 1.80 and 

7.50 naira at between 30 kobo and N2.50 and a tin of Peak milk at 20K as against 

the former price of 70K. Motor tyre dealers at Forestry, Eben and James Watt 

Streets, in the full glare of soldiers, sold out tyres to interested members 

‘f the public at between N30 and N50 as against former prices of between 

Nl60 and N290. NAN correspondent who visited the same shops this morning, 

reported that all sizes of motor tyres have "disappeared" from the few shops 

i opened, while most wholesale provision stores in the state capital were 
cked. One of the soldiers at Eben Street who, however, chose to be anonymous, 

told NAN that "there is no basis for the high cost of these items, if they can 

fall now, they must alwavs fall." [Text] [AB031320 Lagos NAN in English 


1225 GMT 3 Jan 84] 


VHAS LNG OUT ABUJA PROJECT--Lagos, 4 Jan (NAN)--The Nigeria Council for National 
Awareness said in Lagos today that the Abuja Project should be phased out to 
‘over a period [of] 15 years to make the (?nation's) [words indistinct] current 
economic plight. In a statement on the military intervention the council also 
said that the petrochemical industry and the LNG project must be given top 
priority. It called for the dissolution of parastatals and government companies 
especially the Nigerian National Supply Company stressing that rice should be 
sold tor less than N30 per bag all over the country. On public officers who 
served from 1979-1983, the council said that they should be made to declare 

the assets publicly. It also said that all beneficiaries of import licenses 

ind government contracts from 1976 to 1983 should be published. The council 
stressed the need to ensure press freedom at all costs in order to assist 

t n its bid to recover. [Text] [AB041817 Lagos NAN in English 


1543 GMT 4 Jan 84] 
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SOMALIA 


BRIEFS 


NEW INDUSTRIAL JOURNAL LAUNCHED--The Somali minister for industry, Maj Gen 
Abdalla Mohamed Fadil, this morning held a press conference at the headquarters 
of the Ministry of Industry where he launched a new quarterly journal entitled 
INDUSTRIAL MANAGEMENT REVIEW. The journal will be published in English. The 
press conference was attended by representatives of the Somali media and other 
international organizations such as UNDP, UNIDO, USAID as well as other organ- 
izations which assist in the development activities of Somalia. [Excerpt] 
[EA282131 Mogadishu Domestic Service in Somali 1115 GMT 28 Dec 83] 


CSO: 3403/10 














SOUTH AFRICA 


SIGNIFICANCE OF SOUTPANSBERG, PINETOWN BY-ELECTIONS NOTED 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 20 Dec 83 p 6 


[Editorial: "By-elections" | 


[Text] The Soutpansberg and Pinetown by-elections on February 15 will show 
whether the massive support the Government received in the referendum 
reflects a new and changing political scene. 


This will be Soutpansberg's second by-election. 


The tirst came about when Mr Fanie Botha, the then Minister of Manpower, made 
his reckless challenge to Dr Andries Treurnicht to resign his seat and fight 
a by-election--Mr Botha in Soutpansberg and Dr Treurnicht in Waterberg. 


Dr Treurnicht retained his seat with ease, his majority of 1 894 being up on 
his 1981 majority of 1 461. 


This was a three-cornered contest, Dr Treurnicht not only fighting off a 
challenge from the NP but also from the Herstigte Nasionale Party leader, 
Mr Jaap Marais. 


Mr Botha, in a straight contest with Mr Tom Langley of the Conservative 
Party saw his 1981 majority cut from 3 647 to 621. 


After that came the referendum with the Pietersburg region which includes 
Soutpansberg, recording a "No'' vote and the rest of the country overwhelm- 
ingly in favour of the constitutional reforms. 


Mr Fanie Botha had been the constituency's MP for more than 25 years and 
had done a great deal for the Northern Transvaal. 


He was also the senior cabinet Minister after Mr PW Botha and had a great 
deal of prestige and political clout. 


However, his resignation over his financial affairs and the question of 
diamond concessions must have disillusioned many Nationalists. 


And though Mr Hein Kruger, the MPC who is now the NP's candidate is the 
province's senior MEC, he does not have the same personal following and 
political power that Mr Botha had. 
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Against this is the fact that the CP and HNP are both in the field, and this 
could divide the Right-wing vote. 


There is still an outside chance that the two Right-wing parties will reach 
an electoral pact. If they don't, the NP may win ona split Right-wing 
vote. 


The Pinetown by-election was caused by the death of the popular Progfed 
MP, Mr Harry Pitman. 


In the 1981 election, Mr Pitman won the largest PFP majority in the province-- 
) 


2 226--in a straight fight against the NP. 


However, the PFP MPC, Mr Rodney Haxton, scraped home by 69 votes in a three- 
way contest with the New Republic Party and the National Party. 


Besides this, three other factors make the seat marginal for the PFP. 
The first is that the new constitution received huge support in Natal. 


This means the PFP has to battle to win back voters who switched their 
allegiance to the "Yes" camp. 


Secondly, the NP has decided not to contest Pinetown. This means that the 
Nationalist voters will support the NRP (we have no doubt in our minds that 
the NP decision not to field a candidate was a way of rewarding the NRP for 
its support in the referendum). 


Thirdly, the NRP candidate is Mr Frank Martin, the senior MEC in the province. 
He commands tremendous political power, having been active in provincial 
politics for more than 25 years. 


If the NRP wins, it will get a new surge of confidence, even though it is 
still doomed to eventual extinction since it is too closely identified with 
the NP. 


if the PFP loses, it will suffer a further setback to its image and to its 
position in White politics. 


[here is another set of possibilities. If the NP wins Soutpansberg and the 
NRP wins Pinetown, the Prime Minister may call a general election to oust 


the CP and the PFP from most of the seats these two parties hold. 


[f, however, the CP wins Soutpansberg and the PFP wins Pinetown, the PM 
is unlikely to risk a general election. 


CSO: 3400/448 

















MILITARY, DIPLOMATIC WOES 
momestic Service in English 0500 GMT 5 Jan 84 
"The MPLA Trouble"] 
ind diplomatically, the MPLA government cf Angola is in 
lat seems to be the clear implication of its second approach 
ouncil in barely a fortnight. This time it wants the 
lopt what it calls relevant measures to put an end to an 
litarvy situation in Angola. It has also, belatedly, come 
uuth Africa's offer of a ceasefire, proposing what amounts 
ntation of Resolution 435, while the Cuban troops remain 
relect the extent to which matters have gone awry in the 
WAPO-Soviet axis in recent weeks. To start with, the 
YAPO terrorist offensive into South-West Africa this year is 
rwectacular breakthrough, augmenting the diplomatic successes 
it it waS meant to be. The time the offensive has been 
‘tthening of MPLA-Cuban bases in the south, and the deployment 
tems to deter counteraction from South-West Africa. A new 
ing the southward movement of the SWAPO terrorist bands was 
is security forces made contact with them, they should slip 
protection of the nearest MPLA base. 
it that wav. The defenses are being overcome. SWAPO is 
ittering heavy losses, and its drive towards South-West 
listintegrating steadily. 
is facing the biggest threat to itselt since it came to power. 
intensified its offensive in the ivil war and has in 
even in the north of the intryv. Even in Western 
is discounted as a political and military forces, 
made of the effects of the late { leve! yments on Angola’ 
t African settlement initiative. 
mver of becoming ¢ trang 1 ro rc of rela- 
ent t become ' sed not ne with 
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drive in Southern Africa. The diplomatic faux pas of its knee-jerk rejection 
of South Africa's ceasefire proposal was a damaging setback in countering that 
erosion of continental support. Hence, the counter offer this week. 


That the counter offer was a transparent ruse amounting to a reiteration of 
its refusal to consider a withdrawal of Cuban troops illustrates the MPLA's 
dilemma. Clearly, the way out of its troubles is a genuine move to negotiate 
with the opponents, who have repeatedly offered peace and cooperation through 
negotiation of differences. Exercising that option, however, would cripple 
the Soviet Union in its expansionist plans in the region, and the MPLA is 
beholden to the Kremlin for its very existence. 


CSO: 3400/474 
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NEW WEAKENIN ,EEN IN SA ECONOMY 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 20 Dec 83 p 20 


VARIOUS factors have 
contributed to a renewed 
weakening of South Afn 
cas economy lespite 
consensus recently among 
many businessmen that 
the worst of the present 
economic downswing was 
over and that consider 
ibly improved business 
conditions could be ex- 
pected in 1984, Sanlam 
saAVS 

In its latest economic 
survey, Sanlam isolates 
the following factors 
@ The weaker trend in 
the gold pmce_ which, 
combined with indica 
nons that Government 
expenditure will mse ata 
fast rate in the year 
ahead, makes tax in 
creases in the next Budget 
ilmost inevitable 
@ A growing awareness, 
that structural changes in 
the world economy will 
not cause our exports (es- 
pecially of base metals) to 
increase swiftly and 
sharply this time 


@ The most recent fig- 
ures on the money sup- 
ply, which emphasise that 
the authonties are sull ex- 
penencing senous prob- 
lems in decreasing the 
vrowth in the money sup 
ply: a relaxation in mon- 
etary policy in the fore- 
seeable future 1s thus out 
of the question 


@ The weak = financial 
position of the private 
consumer. (While salanes 
will probably once again 
nse only moderately in 
i984, there is a possibility 
of tax increases. In addit- 
ion, personal debt stands 
it record levels) 

“Taking these factors 
into account, as well as 
the fact that results of the 
drought will be felt for an 
appreciable time to come, 
it appears that a signifi- 
cant improvement in gen- 
‘ral business conditions 
cannot be expected be- 
fove the third quarter of 
1984." Sanlam says 
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Regarding _ inflation, 
Sanlam says that after a 
quarter dunng which the 
food price index actually 
fell, October proved to be 
the third = successive 
month of relatively sharp 
rises 

[In additon to the in- 
crease in food prices, the 
higher costs of housing 
(largely owing to higher 
mortgage bond interest 
rates) contributed in great 
measure to the October 
hike of one percent in the 
total consumer pnce in 
dex. 

“We think that this 
somewhat disappointingly 
high rate of increase has 
ensured that the year-on- 
year mse in the consumer 
price index will not de- 
scend to below the 10 per- 
cent level this year. On 
the contrary, it may even 
be above 11 percent again 
by the end of the year 

“We expect an average 
increase of a shade over 
12 percent for 1983 as a 
whole.’’ — Sapa 
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EFFECT OF WATER SHORTAGE ON ECONOMY DISCUSSED 
lohannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 20 Dec 83 p 8 


‘Text] An upswing in the South African economy next year as envisaged by 
the Minister of Finance, Mr Owen Horwood, might prove impossible because 
of the current water shortage. 


Mr Anton Steyn, an official at the Department of Environment Affairs, told 
the Citizen although an upswing in the economy has been predicted for next 
year, this might be impossible for industries on the Reef, Pretoria, the 
Witwatersrand area and the Natal to run at full capacity due to the current 
economic situation in the country. As soon as the economy is better, 
industries will produce at full capacity again. 


"Although the agriculture drought has been mainly broken, we are still in 
for a grim time," Mr Steyn said. 

[n spite of the seemingly good rains the country has had, irrigation 
irmers and industries are still in a drought grip." 


Mr Steyn said there was no possibility that water restrictions could be 


] 


lifted in the near future. 


He said there was a possibility that penalty clauses in Natal, the province 
that had been affected worst by the drought, might be lifted if the good 
rains which had been falling continued. 


But, Mr Steyn said, water restrictions would still be imposed in Natal and 
1 30 to 50 percent saving of water would still be asked for in Natal. 


"Although the flow of the Vaal River is reasonable, we are looking at a 
possibility of imposing stricter water restrictions in the Pretoria, Johannes- 
burg and Vereeniging area. We will have to wait a while and see what this 
rainy season will bring," Mr Steyn said. 

[The state of the Vaal Dam, which supplies most of the Pretoria, Johannesburg 
ind Vereeniging area with domestic water has risen two percent in the past 
week, but is still seven percent down cmpared with the same time last year. 
The state of the Vaal Dam is 40 percent. Midmar Dam in Natal has risen six 
percent to 39 percent but had been 50 percent this time last year. 


[The Klipfontein Dam has risen one percent to 41, but the Albert Falls has been 
constant at six percent since last week. 
SO: 3400/448 
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INTERVIEW WITH COLORED LEADER 
fohannesburg DIE VADERLAND in Afrikaans 15 Nov 83 p 10 


Interview with Carter Ebrahim, chairman of the Financial and Administrative 
Committee of the Labor Party, by Otto Krause: “Keferendum Undesirable Step 
for Coloreds; in Capetown; date of interview not given | 


Text After the constitutional legislation and the white 
referendum, the ball 1S now in the court of the Colored 
ind Indian communities. The manner in which they treat 
the constitutional process and assess options 1S going to 


be otf the greatest importance. 


ttto Krause talked in Capetown with Mr Carter Ebrahim, the 
chairman of the Financial and Administrative Committee of 
the Labor Party, about the next constitutional round. 


Questor How do you see the outcome of the white referendum? 

Ebrahu Without being euphoric, I see the outcome of the referendum as a 
tatement on the part of the whites that they are prepared to accept a radical 
’ + 1 


Now there will no longer be any fear on the part of the government that its posi- 
tion is being threatened by either leftist or rightist elements. 


\ . the colored population as a whole, we must admit that there 1s division 
with respect to the constitutional developments. 


The privileged, the well-to-do Coloreds, have reservations about the white Yes 
te, But the majority of the colored people who live in our sub-economic resi- 


lential areas will very certainly encourage their leaders to take part in the 
~ te and in parliamentary elections. 
e people want their leaders to be where the laws are made, Changed and 
ly repealed. For only in parliament are decisions made which can improve 
rate. For those people, the needy among the colored population, the out- 
f the referendum is encouraging. And they are my people. 
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eople are largely limited to the Cape Peninsula, and their view i 
Li not nhared by, tor example, the Coloreds in rural areas and ITIransvaal. 


the ipe Peninsula they don't have a decisive intluence. 


! ind, they make a lot of noise and therefore they attract a 
t as in the past, they'll probably break apart again. For in s 


I 
rie itive attitude, the real truth 1 that their unterests still lie in ac- 


iit \ mnst Lt it LONal y stem and LTi cooperatl Lie with § oe 
’ } y t } ) ; t 4 "Va ‘ 1 mont 7 ) t — no ? 
Which group l the negative attitude you mentioned the strongest? 


. ' e rh + } . ’ o . vr | ‘ 110 ¢ + 
O for example, which has become a hiding place tor trustrated 


) 


+ 


" . ; ° T'} . } ' , } vain y f 
OS Ot tne ret Lred old Pual le iney GQOTh L have Lhe COU! aft aid 


litics openly, and their attitude only harms the interests of 


ithletes. In that area they have not been able to do anything with 
en | r r } 1 . ) ) ) ] 1h ) . f } ¢ ) , C 
t i nat l mal tandal ) om [here ale al {9 Che C ailip Ao radicals. 
} M4 ¥ r , } , 
il a LVitle are limited to thelr ftew years 1n school or at the 


i lI ler standable, ro}! they don : Cali y any responsibility a es 


} ay } , + ty +t 7 . t +r) { » t 4 mC HO 11%? 
Lec ave tne unlversl1t Y and obtaln BOOG PO. LLLOILS » Che y Curn 
. ’ 
i ‘ . 
Pf + ' ; . 9 IY y ] 1 y ’ ) ¢ Tt 1 f 1-2 
l hint Cha 111 Ooung, CoLOred awe Nnekalives. Tr ade LUCE 
rt ung workel LI neral are responsible 1 xe L1ty-cor 
i ° JUTI WOT Ke 1] cid d co l LULC a A od al ii 
} y : t } srt ; 1+ } } + } 
of i Iie allvVé eLremerni Ln our ILCTIi¢ ° LY) ] iL dilit Lavi t 
, ‘ r) sf ) j 7 } x y y | t 4 
] ‘ T ¢ iould {0 { Ai y it Q OVE l POLL L . 
‘ | 1 $ } P ‘ . neo 
vv i { if Chie t rted Ds OCLa ( I Olt 
1d i lot tr no1se erore: Crie rerere LUM ] rie DOS1LCI1 
refot! whic came from the white ym 2 Novel re ed ach 
} 7 a 1e1 : - + ' . 4 ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ > ) + ' 
t i i ALiMe I la Uf ¢ 5 OU h t( l L ¢ il »] 
: wv } e d it ( Ut : 








| Question What do you thinks Should a referendum or election be held among 
Coloreds to pet their opinion on the constitutional ystem? 
| Ebrahin Both a referendum and an election are opinion tests. inen why go 


through the process twice? Therefore | feel Strongly that we hould only have 
an election of representatives for the new Colored Chamber in pal liament. 


[hat . ’ eCNOUPTI. 


[The radicals made it very clear that they don*t want to have any part in any 
, uy 1 . ‘ ’ t ’ t a r / 
positive ep whatsoever, [hey really don’t want to test the Opinion of the 


Coloreds3 they would rather demonstrate by mean I a LOYCOLL. [Therefore we 


must do the practical thing and get our new democtr a Y Slal ted. 
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[tf Mr Bb t 1S being understood correctly, his view i yelC anotner lea n wh 


the new system should be rejected, lhe Key words he used are “offered recoegni- 

A ; < , ’ " . i + ‘ ; , 
tion, [mn other wouds, Indians and other groups specified by the government don’ 
rect Che ODOT inity to negotiate on an acceptable constitution, but are /ottered/ 


What the whites have decided they hould Bele 


lf anyone had doubts as to whether Coloreds and Indians were being offered co- 


. : s Bae ' es b ry , } > + , } 
optation as intor partners, Mr Botha's view has removed those. [That*s with 
; >. > te) ’ '% " ty } r +r , : . . } 1 «¢ e } ; 
at = » ere t \) iit hidden ( lau 1~ wiilt hi oO UIEe white GE Led LO make 4 VWeirtiitcc vet WO 4h 


be announced atter 2 November. 


’ ,rT ' ry ) ' c ? »} ‘ 7 r . 
aS on the prime minister’s list ot choices for Indians, is that 
\ ‘ "” > 00 . S +1 . 17] : ; ‘ : r .f rt } 
they 1c ¢ r’ the rLe@w COT) st Ltullon, through which they will remaln Been * mero ra 


their own attairs and have part responsibility in common matters. In my view, 


such a e 1S only acceptable 1f one accepts the absurd and humiliating clas- 
»ificat n of the Population Register. You cannot decide your own matters without 
being classified by race. And how can matters which are “common" with trespect to 
whites, Coloreds and Indians suddenly be “not common" for blacks? 

[he second choice 1s to “put up with the new constitutional system for the sak 

if expediency and hence to destroy it.” That is not a choice, of course, "The 


" tactic which was used by the Labor Party in the Kepre- 


h 


sentative Colored Council only had a limited value. 


Thus back to the drawing board, where whites effectively decide on a new system. 


Ch why the ratio 4,2,l 1s written into the new constitutlon--to entrench and 
rot t eftective control bv whites. 
| .. « . , } ° : ’ A 4 + ’ . +} + 
ine t rd ice 1s to reject tnis in favor of the status quo, That mean hat 
f one doesn't accept what the whites have otfered, 1t does not matter. But that 
ArTie nreasonableness was applied with respect to the white referendum when thos« 
ih) we 4 oe + _ : ' _—s ' snes ’ } Sw © —— 
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Yr, ? ) 


a ;, T lldrvt Lv | 
e pa®l I 1 South African nation. [This choice would readily be acceptable 


two conditionss first, that a "black nation” comprises all the inhabitant t 
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oes not apply only to the policy} of a violent over 


Cc 
”~ 


it but also to the system which advocates one person, one vote, 


formulated in the weak PFP [ Progressive Federal Party policy 


e 


; 


fundamental political right--equal voting rights--is considered 
yice 1s thus only to accept or reject the whites’ offer. 


means voluntarily not to have anything to do with an unac: Cprta 


fr a 


iue to strive through any peaceful means for what 1 a DaSlt 


t nat manne! , Hie) t oft us moder al Ses Wl l l be br anded "r da | 1¢ al : 
the consequences of such “radicalism," as did the demonstrator 
nd thousands of our compatriots previously. 
yy 


case, South Africa must be the only country in which a demand for 


Be ad L< al . ” 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


BRIEFS 


ECTLON DISAGREEMENT--After talks in Pretoria with the Herstigte 


Nasionale Party [HNP], the leader of the Conservative Party [CP], 


lat no progress had been made on a pact in the byelection. 


l[reurnicht, has said that he stands by an earlier statement issued 
‘rdie Hartzenberg. Ihe talks failed, and each party will now name 


tes tor both the parliamentary and the provincial seats on nomination 


Wednesday. [his will lead to a three-way contest with the National 


irlier, Dr Hartzenberg said that the talks had taken place in a good 
ut that no agreement on a pact in the election had been reached. In 
, the leader of the HNP, Mr Jaap Marais, expressed his disappoint- 


uf 


ir Marais 
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that the HNP would now have a full go in the Soutpansberg byelections. 

int statement issued after the talks in Pretoria, the two delegations 
sue of cooperation between the two parties would again be recon- 

it a later stage. [Text] [MB060901 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
500 GMT 6 Jan 84] 
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Mr President, when | interviewed vou 
on the occasion of the 10th anniversary o! 
Tanzania's independence in 1972, | asked 
you what vou thought had been 
Tanzania's greatest achievement. You 
replied — and I'm quoting the exact 
words — ‘That we have survived” We 
are now in 1983 and Tanzania is about to 
celebrate another anniversary. What 
would Your Eacellency now describe as 
your greatest achievement during these 
vears” 

y! think | would still give the same answer 
thrat we have survived We did extremely, 
well in our first vears and although | merely 
said we had survived we should not forge: 
that when African countries were achieving 
their independence, even the very idea of 
their surviving was in question. But during 


the last 10 vears we have gone through 
immense difficulties, especially 
economically That 1s why | say we can still 


say “‘Well, we have survived the last 10 
years "’ I think our greatest achievement 1s 
still the fact that we have consolidated 
Ourselves as a = Mmatior We did not 
necessarily set Out to be a nation; originally 
| thought we were going to become part of a 
nation, but we have consolidated ourselves 
as a nation 


~ That is something that can be said about 

SO) other Afncan countnes, so what is 80 

special aboul merely surviving as @ nation? 
| am not saving we are special — whys 


should we ‘> specia!” We started out as one 


of the m hackward countries in Africa 
Today, in sp. e¢ of everything, we are among 
the countries that have the highest literacy 


rate. Like mans African countnes, we 
th a vers smal! base of education 
our children do not go 

places in schoo! for 


Started w 
Today although a. 
to school, we have 


> r > 
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_ You have never thought of making 
education compulsory” 

Education 1s more or less compulsory 
We have not punished some parents who 
did not send their children to schoo! but we 


continue to urge them to do so_ Its 
compulsoriness has not been. strictly 
enforced, but education is compulsory 


Once we reached a position where we had 
places for every child in schoo! we decided 
to make it compulsory 


__| How far are you on the road to the 
socialist goals vou envisage for Tanzania 
and how much self-reliance has Tanzania 
achieved since the Arusha Declaration? 

First, how far have we come”? | do not 
know how far we have come to becoming 
socialists. We have defined our goals ! 
Beheve that basically, our people have 
accepted the concept. | think the parts and 
the party leadership has accepted our goals 
of socialism. We have bull the institutions 
for a socialist state: We took some actions 
which were necessary immediately to turn 
what elements of capitalism we had into 
elements of socialism 

But the building of socialism 1s not a 
matter of decree. You do noi decree 
socialism, vou build socialism. The building 
of socialism anywhere 1s a process and tr 
particular that 1s so in a backward country 
like Tanzania) You cannot simply say 
‘*You were a capitalist vesterday, today vou 
are a socialist."’ When vou decide to burid 
socialism starting with a peasant economy 
vou are reali, beginning a long proces: 
And we are in tha! process 

How self-reliant are we? We are more 
self-reliant now than we were 10 vears bach 
or when we Arusha 


published the 
Declaration One may now say we couid 


have been more self-reliant had we done x 
y. 2 


There are always ‘‘could-have-bee: 


L113, 


residence 











sos’’ in history, but we certainly are more 
self-reliant now than we were 10 years ago. 
Our institutions rely more on Tanzanians 
manning them today than before. Our 
policies are Our Own policies and people 
know that our own policies are good 
policies, economically we depend upon 
ourselves. Everybody in the world knows 
we have no ‘‘uncie.”’ We rely upon 
ourselves. We have many friends, but 
basically we stand on our own feet and if 
our friends do help us it 1s basically because 
they do accept our policies 

The goal of socialism as ] understand 11 1s 
still distant but for a poor country, yes, you 
can say we are self-reliant although we still 
have a long way to go 


"| Talking of friends, Mr President, 
people abroad do point out that Tanzania 
talks about self-reliance, yet Tanzania 
receives the highest aid from abroad. And 
80 people remark: ‘‘Yes, it's all very well 
to say they are self-reliant, but look at 
how they have managed to corner a lot of 
aid coming into Tanzania.” 

It as true; but as | say, we have many 
friends and, basically, these friends are the 
smaller countries, in particular the 
Scandinavian countnes, Canada and also 
the Netherlands — and China, of course. 
The big powers are not. particularly 
interested in our development, not to the 
same extent 

But when we said we were going to 
become self-reliant we did not necessarily 
Say we were going to reject any aid. We said 
we would build our own country ourselves 
and it happened that these countnes liked 
the policies we announced. They wanted to 
help us in achieving our objectives and we 
were very pleased and, quite frankly, when 
sometimes | point out the successes of our 
last 10-18 vears, a lot of credit also goes to 
our frends 

But we use the help and we can point to 
the results of that help. We could not have 
achieved the degree of the spread of 
education in the country without this help. 
It as tremendous. . tremendous 
assistance. Take the social services we have 
been able to build for our people, it would 
not have been possible for us to achieve all 
that much without the assistance we got 
from our friends. It would have been 
ridiculous for me to say: **Look, you want 
to help us, but we want to stand on our own 
feet."’ But they were really helping us to 
stand on our own feet 
C1 do not bave the figures, bul it has 
been said that more people 
proportionately have moved from rural 
into urban areas in Tanzania than 
have done so in the meighbouring 
countries. This is in spite of the rural 
development programmes and the 
emphasis on the conditions of the 
peasants. Why bs this? 


Firstly, 1 really do not know whether 
what you say is true. |] mean, it is just 
possible that it is true, | do not have the 
figures either. It would have been good to 
have them but our population now 1s about 
20 million. Our urban population 1s 
probably two million and the rural 
population 18m. That means 80% of the 
population is rural and 20% is urban. 
Whether that is higher than my neighbours 
have, | do not know. What is true is that 
Guring the past 20 years our urban 
population has grown. It has increased with 
natural growth, with migration growth, 
too, to the extent that we now have 
industnes based in the urban areas and, 
whatever you do, you cannot stop the 
attraction Of urban areas. 

But I believe Tanzania's achievement is 
actually the opposite of the allegation. The 
bulk of the population of Tanzania is in the 
villages. Our people are anchored there in 
spite of the development in the urban areas. 
Certainly Dar es Salaam has grown a great 
dea] — we have more than one million 
people in Dar es Saiazm now. But the bulk 
of the people have stayed in the country and 
this includes the young. 

The last five years have been extremely 
bad for us economically, yet we have made 
tremendous progress in changing the rural 
areas. Yes, people have moved into the 
urban areas; yes, movement during the last 
decade must have been bigger than before 
because the towns are attracting our people 
a little bit more than previously, but our 
people have remained anchored in the 
villages and the reason is mainly the success 
of our policies. 


(} One of the things thai is often said in 
your favour is your simplicity, the way in 
which you do nui surround yourself with 
too much protucol. | wani to link this 
with another question: Do you have an 
aversion to wealth” If somebody is 
successful and acquires wealth do you 
have a natural aversion to him” 

You mean if | see some rich person, do | 
feel that | am looking upon a leper? No, | 
don't think I react to them that way. But | 
am telling you, | am basically a peasant, 
and now it happens tha! | am a socialist. 
Nobody can be rich through his own work 
It 1s not possible 


(] There is reward... 

Nobody can be rich through his own 
work — nobod. No millionaire is a 
millionaire through his own work. He nas 
exploited others, it is not possible to be @ 
millionaire through your own work. Every 
millionaire — and millionaires can be saints 
— has amassed his wealth through 
exploitation 

Just take one of these people who brag 

‘*This is my work’’ and give him an island 
for himself and see if he can become nich. 
People become mich through exploiting 
others — always 











And why do they want to exploit others? 
Because what they really want 1s power 
Now this was never intended to be the use 
of wealth. Wealth 1s intended to feed you, 
to give you Clothing, to give you shelter, to 
give yOu good health, to give you a good 
education It was never intended to give 
power to one person over another. But 
what do you want to be a milhonaire for, if 
al! you want 1s food and clothing and 
shelter? 

Wealth ss not being used for the abolition 
of poverty, i as being used for the 
imposinion Of poverty, which 1s completely 
wrong So | say I have no aversion to a rich 
man because as far as | know some nch 
people could be very saintly, could be very 
good people 

But tor myself, | do not need weaith 
What do | need wealth for? I have survived 
for 6! years, | do not know how many more 
years | still have to go, but I came to this 
world naked, | shall go back naked, | do 
not see why | should be so worned about 
wealth | want an opportunity to work and 
| have this opportunity, this immense 
opportunity to work | am working for my 
people, what do | want wealth for? In any 
case | cannot make myself mch, without 
exploiting others and | couldn't do that 


Mr President, | have been told again 
and again that Your Eacellency is a 
frequent churchgoer. How do you 
reconcile this, first, with what I said 
earlier, your radical image in a world 
where radicalism seems to look askance at 
organised worship, even to the concept of 
God? Secondly, how do you :sconcile it 
with the cnticisms, often heard these 
days, that Chnstianity, being an imported 
religion, does not accord with what 
somebody has descnbed as the “African 
authenticity’ '? 

I do go to church. | happen to be a 
believing Catholic. A long time ago | 
could not have said: ‘*f am a Christian and 
theretore | cannot lead a_ liberation 
movement tor our people.’’ It would have 
been an insult to Chrisuanity. Chnstianity 
developed during the Roman empire and it 
was accused of radicalism. Actually, the 
first Christians were accused of 
communism. It 1s incredible 

Nothing today conflicts with my religion; 
privately, I find wt a help. The idea of 
incompatibility with African authenticity 
has never entered my mind. It is true that 
there are elements of Christianity which 
were European paganism, thus imported 
European paganism, European customs to 
Atrica. Sometimes they pretend that it ts 
Christianity. To that extent you simply say, 
this particular issue is a European custom, 
why this custom and not our own custom’ 
This debate ts going on all the time, but it 1s 
neither here nor there 

To some extent | am a conservative. | 
have been used to some things which | 
idenufy with Chnstianity and | do not 
question them. But it does not affect my 
religion at all 


| You do not think that there is any 
validity in the claim that there is 
something culturally — perhaps racially — 
embarrassing for the Afncan. in that not 
one single big religion of the (wo that 
dominate this continent — Chnstianity 
and the Moslem faith — onginated from 
Black Afnca? 

People who want to debate i with God 
can call and debate it with Him | am a 
Chnstian, | cannot have a_ political 
discussion with God and say: “Why not 
Afnca?’’ God might say: ‘“‘What do you 
mean by: ‘Why not Africa’ I have told 
you: ‘I have called Jesus out of Africa’ 
First he fled into Egypt and i was from 
Egypt that He came back and began His 
mission.’ God might answer that way, so 
really what is the problem? 

There is also a story, although | do not 
know whether it is authentic or not, that the 
Prophet Mohamed ran into trouble and 
went to Ethiopia — possibly not the 
Ethiopia we know today but an Ethiopia in 
Atnca. Christuanity and Islam have had a 
tremendous influence on the world, but 
every major influence does not have to 
originate in Africa. 


_) 1 wish to move to an entirely new area. 
Was it really necessary for Tanzania to 
become a one-party state? 

What do you mean ‘‘really necessary’ 
One could answer perhaps ‘‘no.’ What is 
necessary? Perhaps no. But had we not 
become a one-party state, we would have 
gone through a period of at least 10 years ot 
strife which would have been mdiculous 
And that explains why. Yet | am no believer 
in a one-party system as a philosophy. You 
can have two parties, vou can have three 
But we went through a rather stupid penod 
We were under British domination and 
naturally we acquired this idea — not 
inherited it — of a multi-party system 

We had our party and at first the British 
did not take us seriously. When they saw 
how serious we were they supported some 
Other party, the UTP (United Tanganvik. 


Party) and another one was started and, in 
the course of the struggle, we had another 
one which broke away from another one 
So we had some five parties Dy the time we 
were reaching the peak of the independence 
struggle. One or two were eliminated, | 
think, before independence, but after 
independence | think we still had Congress, 
we sull had the UTP 

So there we were: because we had those 
parties the thinking was of a Mulli-party 
system. But, in reality, there was no multi- 
party system at all — the reality was the 
dominance of TANI When we had 
elections most of our candidates were 
returned unopposed. So there were virtually 
no elections at all. We had a genuine 
election oniv once, when Parliament, the 
National Assembly, had ~| members, most 
TANU candidates were returned unopposed 
those few opposed by peopie from other 
parties were easily elected 


ie) 











The one exception was a candidate 
challenged by another member of TANU 
because he did not accept the official 
candidate. Incidentally, he successfully 
challenged the official candidate and won. 
So the only constituency where there was 
yome exercise im democracy was this 
consutuency where the official party 
candidate was challenged by another 
member of the party. 

Apart trom that, in Parliament itself, 
debate was very difficult. Why? We had a 
Whip but who was he Whipping? Because 
we were all of the same party they had to 
support the government. The whole thing 
was ridiculous, the process of election was 
nidiculous, the process of debate was 
ridiculous, and the organisation of 
Parliament was ridiculous. That was the 
situanvion. 

Now we could have said: ‘Okay, let us 
continue like this, the other parties will 
grow, eventually we will have serious 
parties to contend with.”’ 

We could have thought that way but it 
was unnatural for a nationalist movement 
which had won. If we want elections, why 
can't we have proper elections? The man 
who had defeated the official candidate 
proved that under our circumstances this 
was the way to have genuine elections; that 
is, to have party members in a face-down 
with each other. So we changed the 
consttution. This change was demanded 
not by philosophy but by reality. 

So when you ask if it were necessary, I do 
not know the meaning of ‘‘necessary.’’ You 
may say it was not necessary 
philosophically, but, in practice, we might 
have gone through two elections or three 
elections which would have been completely 
meaningless, without another party. 

Today, it is just possible, in spite of the 
dominant position of the CcM (Chama cha 
Mapinduzi), that if we were to change the 
law you would have more parties, | do not 
know; but | do known that at the time we 
changed the Constitution, although it was 
not philosophically necessary, it looked to 


us that it was necessary, for reasons of 
practicality, {tO organise a system of 


‘lection, of democracy and debate, which 
accepted the reality as it then was. 


Yes, but over a period, those who may 
have opted out at that time because of 
their losses or the fear of losing may have 
reconstituted themselves by now. 

Yes, and that is what I am saying: that we 
-ould have said: “Okay, let us go through 
‘his tarce tor another two terms of elections 
ind then these parties will become 
tronger.”’ 


Your decision at that time has 
bequeathed the legacy of a question that 
one still asks today and it is this, Mr 
President: Does not the one-party system 
contradict fundamental rights because it is 
the law that prevents any other party 
coming into being? 
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Yes, and | am saying the law was a 
consequence of the reality which was not 
law at that time. The parties did not die 
because of the law; the parties were not 
there. The law was simply to enable our 
people to participate in elections and to 
make debate more realistic. Actually, that is 
how we began to throw up a large number 
of semior government officials, party 
members, government Ministers. | mean 
for us it was the most democratic thing to 
do. If in future Tanzamans want to do 
something different they can do it. Really, | 
am not philosophically opposed to a muiti- 
party system. But at that time the whole 
thing looked ridiculous; it was TANL versus 
non-existent parties. 


| The question I must ask is where does 
Tanzania go from here? I mean here we 
have a system which obviously has these 
weaknesses as far as human rights are 
concerned ... 

What do you mean? You mean party 
rights not human rights. You mean party 
rights because as far as human rights are 
concerned, every person in Tanzania 

We are not an elite party. The MI 
contains elements running virtually through 
the whole spectrum of any political views 
you may care to name. This is a party in a 
small country yet it has more than two 
million members. It can be argued that we 
should split it up so that each faction would 
have its own party. But, human rights 
how many parties do you have to have in 
order to have human rights? 


) It is quantitative .. . 

“It is quantitative because peoples insist 
on quantifying it. A party is an organisation 
to enable people to participate treely in the 
political affairs of their own country. This 
idea that there have to be two parties 
cannot be philosophical; it has to be 
demanded by the people themselves. The 
rights of a citizen are not the rights of a 
non-existent group, they are the rights of 
the individual citizen. Our people were not 
participating, they were not voting, because 
of this theoretical nonsense of sticking to a 
multi-party system. So here was this 
nonsense, how were we safeguarding the 
political rights of our people? By getting 
everybody returned unopposed? 

If, as some say, the more parties you fi.-e 
the more democratic vou are, then Italy ts 
much more democratic than Britain; but 
sometimes the results of their elections can 
be very peculiar. 


1, too, was thinking of the individual. | 
have as a journalist taken many stands 
where I expressed by opinions freely 
under another system. I do not claim that 
what I said was necessarily right, but | 
think I can say that | believe I represented 
at least a strong minority view. If 
expressing our views did not lead to our 
having our way, at least we had had our 
say. 














Now, under the system here, a 
consequence of the one-party system is 
that there is a monopoly of the media, by 
either the party or the government. | am 
asking, therefore, if | were a Tanzanian 
journalist, what opportunity would there 
have been for me as an individual, a 
concerned individual who does not want 
to overthrow the system but frequently, 
even at all times, wanis to be free to 
express his views without fear of the 
consequences of being thrown out? 

There is a practical problem here for 
the individual who is constantly 
questioning and not only questioning, but 
wants to mobilise opinion and support in 
his favour, because he has genuine beliefs. 
That is why I mention the question of 
human rights, because there is an issue 
here of the fundamental rights of that 
individual to express himself freely and to 
be given full opportunity to seek support 
from others for his point of view. 

{tf a country to be democratic has to have 

i multi-party system, | am simply asking the 
guesuon: the United States is a democracy 
mut has it the vigour of a democracy? If you 
inalvse this great democracy, vou will find 
(here are people there who claim that the 
sountry 1s dominated by two parties and 
that they have no say, that they cannot be 
neard, because the two parties dominate the 
system. They have the money and, if you do 
not have money, vour voice 1s not heard. So 
vou will find lots of people, perhaps 
millions, who say: *‘What do we do?”’ 

So in every country you will find people 
asking: ‘‘How do we express ourselves, 
‘specially if we cannot have our way?"’ But 
| am Saying it ts not simply their way they 
cannot have; sometimes thev do not have 
their say. They can speak to their wives at 
home, but if they want to speak to the 
public, how do they get through to the 
media, since the media are also completely 
dominated by the two parties? 


So what | am saying 1s that, everywhere 
you go, vou will find that this 1s a question 
ot degree. We had the party elections in 
October (1982). The very critics of our 
system were hoping that the nght-wingers in 
our party would take over. Thev did not 
take over, thev were completely 
annihilated. But the very people who are 
ritical of Our system which they say 1s not a 
tree system were expecting the right-wingers 

take over the system. And they could 
have taken over, because we are a huge 
party with many tendencies 

Some people think | am too socialist, 
others that | am not socialist enough. We 
are a mass party but because we are one- 
party we cannol ask vou to torm vour own 


party tor the sake of expressing vour views, 
would be wrong. We cannot ask vou to 
break the law, bul we cannot prevent 


6] 


| From what? 
From speaking out in the party 


It is very difficult. Why must | be 
compelled to stay within that party when 
my inclinations are and my desire is to 
Stay Outside it? 

Is your inclination to say it outside the 
party or to say it at all? Is it to say it or 
merely to say it elsewhere? Because wha’ 
vou are saying 1S you want to have your say 


_ | want to have my say to start with. 
Then | want to have the opportunity to 
Organise people freely to that point of 
view. 

Organise them within the party! They are 
there, they are available, they are 
Organisable, they are being organised al! the 
uume by individuals like you. They will 
influence the party. It is completely open to 
you to go in with your views. 


~| One is often afraid of what happens to 
peopie, say in the rural areas, who are not 
under the direct scrutiny and protection of 
people at the top. Wrongdoings may not 
happen at the top but back there where 
there is a party man who probably is a bit 
of a roughneck... 

And your idea ts that such a party man 1s 
so committed . . . This is vour idea: you go 
and see this party man of whom you are so 
afraid. The party man of whom you are so 
afraid is a person who is_ probably 
expressing your views. Those party men you 
have in the country, you think these are 
diehard socialists. 

Anyway, look, my own education Is vers 
Western, so | understand what vou are 
saying, but | would say that people here are 
very free. 


| Talking about personal freedoms under 
the one-party system, I think I need to 
make myself clear. What I am trying to 
put across is that for me political beliefs 
are like religious beliefs; they are 
fundamental and if one genuinely 
believes in a political ideology it is innate 
in him. So, when you have a one-party 
system, and that one party already 
declares itself socialist, for instance, it 
means that in order to join it you have 
willy-nilly to be a socialist. But suppose 
vour natural inclination is not that way, 
then to me it is like saying: *‘This state is 
Moslem and you must be Mosiem,”’ 
when, in fact, your inclination is towards 
Christianity. 

Say, for another example, that we are 
talking about the Christian Church: one 
man says: ‘‘I'm Catholic,”’ but here is a 
state that says it is Protestant and you 
have to be Protestant. How can I be told 
then that | am able to exercise my 
personal freedom of choice in that 
situation? 











fo not know what more I can say. | do 
' believe that the question of one party or 
parties, or three parties 1s on the same 
as one religion, two religions or three 
eligion A one-religion country or two 
religion country ts a matter of pmiosophy, 
a matter of metaphysics. It 1s not a 
atter of political convemence | do not 
the party organisation on the same 
iosophical level, as | have tned to 
explain. Parties are organised mainly out of 
practical needs, not philosophically 
Hecause philosophically, how many parties 
io vou have to have’ 
Let me put win this way politically vou 
Aan! to achieve something, vou organise 
urselves and vou set up the kind of 
rganisation which will enable vou to 
acmieve your goal | did explain that we 
a one-party system, not Out of a 
losophical belief, but because mo was 
ade necessary DV the situation in 
Tanzania (Quite trankly, if the situation 
nad been different, | do not know what 
sould have happened We became legally a 
ne party State because we were a one-party 
ite Dul without the legisiation 
lf you ask me today what has the one- 
party achieved, which otherwise would 
ive obeen achieved by the two-parties 
vstem, then I say, first of all, 1 enabled us 
have democratic elections whereas we 
would not have had democratic elections 
nad we insisted on a two-party system, 
because that was the experience before we 
adopted a one-party system. We have been 
able to achieve a degree of unity which we 
ma\y not have achieved without the one 
narty svstem 
What about today’ Apart trom national 
inity we have been able to avoid tribal and 
religious divisions. When vou are not really 
Jeologically developed, vou tend to form 
parties on the basis of tribalism — we were 
able to avoid that 
What about today? You did ask me 
about the Arusha Declaration. Frankly, | 
pelieve that, had ours been a multi-party 
ystem, we would still be groping about for 
i national policy. | think we have been able 
to be tirm, to be very clear, about what this 
nation 1s about and as a result we have a 
national purpose. | believe we have this 
Mational purpose now because we have only 
yne party 
Again, | am refusing to put this on a 
philosophical level, | am putting it on the 
practical level, because while | am not 
nilosphically opposed to a multi-party 
‘tem. neither am | an advocate of a 
nele-party system, not for philosophical! 
reasons, but out of practical need 


some of your critics abroad point out 
that lanzania operates a Preventive 
Detention Act and that there are 
consequently political detainees in 
lanzania. The question | would like to 
pul ts this: If somebody has committed a 


crime, it may be that in the short term it ts 
not possible to prosecute him because the 
evidence 1s being assembled; bul after a 
vear — after two vears — if he cannot be 
brought to tral, something is wrong if he 
continues to be detained. So why does this 
system operate’ 

| know my critics always Dring up this 
question of preventive detention gid 
not invent the Preventive Detention Act 
various countries have them. The question 
is how do you use the law”? Al! states have 
the power to detain without trial, 1 depends 
upon the circumstances. The British detain 
without trial in uume of war or whatever 
they regard as an emergency situation 
Usually the law 1s intended to detain people 
who are regarded as constituting a danger 
to the security of the state. Therefore, 
usually, these are political people 

So, since there is this law and we use il, 
there is the assumption that | have many 
political detainees — some people have put 
i! at thousands. Actually, it 1s not true. If 
we calculated all the political people — true 
political detainees that we have detained 
under the Act since independence — vou 
might get a few hundreds. At some given 
periods we have had no detainees at all. At 
the moment those vou might cal! political 
detainees are the ones who allegedly tried to 
overthrow the state at the beginning of this 
vear. 

But it 1s believed in some quarters that 
there are others. | have often said this 
publicly but they refuse to pick it up: You 
gauge a country by the people who 
politically run away from that country. 
Sometimes | have been forced to use the 
political Detention Act to block off some 
economic saboteurs, for instance. This law 
was never intended to do that, but 
sometimes vou have these fellows, we know 
they are saboteurs and they are causing a lot 
of trouble. I cannot just leave them as if 

‘\ are not causing any trouble. So 

‘rmes | have used the law, to put 
cultle-rustlers inside 

So the real criticism which could be 
directed at me is the use of the law not 
really for state security in the way it was 
intended, but sometimes to supplement the 
ordinary law. But my critics, instead of 
directing criticism where it really belongs, 
say I have a lot of political detainees in the 
country, which is not true. Now, for 
instance, these people accused of plotting 
— 1 do not know how much | am allowed to 
sav about them — but why have the police 
been so slow in getting them prosecuted? | 
suppose they have their genuine reasons but 
in the meantime they are there. And there 
are adequate allegations that they did try to 
overthrow the state, so what should we do 
with them? Am | supposed to let them roam 
about the country” You can sav: ‘Well, dy 
now they should have been prosecuted,”’ 
and you may be nght 








One thing which people fear is that 
when vou have a law that is occasionally 
applied to supplement ordinary law, 
where the law is considered inadequate, it 
creates a chain-reaction and perhaps that 
fact is reflected in the recent incident 
where the state felt that the need had 
ume to clamp down on those described 
as economic saboteurs. A law was 
retroactively applied in order to be able to 
deal with that situation. This is the kind 
of syndrome that troubles people because 
once you start On a course like detention 
without trial it begins to go into other 
things. How can one defend the act of 
making something illegal in order to 
punish people who at the time of the 
event did not break any law? For 
instance, these people found having 
money at home, the, might have had 
money for various reasons, but they did 
not know at the time that they were 
breaking the law because there was no 
existing law forbidding them to do so. 

Yes, it 1s true and this 1s of course our real 
dilemma, and if you want to be a real good 
critic, yOu start here. But you can see how 
popular the action was. Actually, we are 
becoming slightly unpopular now because it 
is felt we are dealing with them a little bit 
too lemently. | released one of them after 
three months in detention and | had to 
answer publrly why | had released the 
fellow. What they were doing may not have 
been illegal, but they were certainly 
Outrageous. They were completely 
Outrageous, so we had to do something. We 
had to act. One way | could have acted was 
to use the Detention Act, which I did. | 
said: ‘‘If you cannot use the ordinary law 
— and obviously the last 20 years have 
shown that you cannot use the ordinary law 
to curb this — I am going to stick my neck 
out and use detention.’’ And | did. 

Of course, the lawyers and the others 
said: ‘*Well, we could have... why not 
legisiation?’’ | said ‘‘Okay, we shall have 
legisiation’’ and we went to Parliament. 
Actually, the law that we ourselves 
proposed was virtually reyected by Members 
of Parliament; they made it tougher. 

What could we have done? Say: ‘‘Okay, 
we have now passed legislation, from now 
on behave yourselves?’’ These people were 
engaged in the sabotage of the economy. 
They are crooks. And the thing was 
Outrageous and the government cannot 
simply fold its hands like this and do 
nothing 


__| There is something worrying, Mr 
President, in that our security agencies in 
Afnca — not just Tanzania — are 
inadequate. I honestly do not think one 
can trust their expertise in the sense that, 
while you, Mr President, may be acting 
perfectly straightforwardly, are you 
Satisfied that you are receiving the correct 
advice’? What about victimisation” 
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Oh, I do agree with you. A law like that 
may be misused. And of course the people 
too are complaining about the possibility of 
misuse. This will happen. These laws, these 
powers can be misused. But we have been in 
a situation where the law itself was being 
used by criminals and the law then looks 
ridiculous to the public. When these 
saboteurs were just moving around as if 
there was no law and sometimes they were 
taken to court and clever lawyers defended 
them and they got away with it, they were 
ridiculing authority, they were mdiculing 
the law and it was no use my saying: ‘‘What 
ean | do?’’ I cannot say: ‘‘What can | do?”’ 
when really these saboteurs are so clearly 
defying the law. They get away with some 
things by using technical loopholes in the 
law. But we know they are crooks. You try 
to prosecute them and they get away with it. 
So there is the problem. 


‘} This applies to all cases coming to 
court where lawyers are allowed to 
appear, Mr President. 

The law is intended to stop crime. And so 
what do you do? | cannot say | cannot do 
anything since | have these powers. | will 
act where the law appears to be inadequate. 
It may provoke some people and if they 
say: ‘‘Mwalimu, why do you do this?”’ | 
will say: ‘‘] am dealing with crooks. If you 
have a better way of dealing with these 
crooks, well deal with them.’’ We are doing 
it and it is legal; the judges are in charge; 
the tribunals are led by professional judges. 
We have got to protect the citizens through 
the use of this collective power we have. 


™ How would you describe the success of 
the ujamaa scheme on which hangs a lot 
of Tanzania's reputation abroac ’ 

How can | describe it? I did say, when 
you phrased your question differently, that 
the building of socialism is a process, and 
we are developing this country to be a 
sociaiist state. I said all development 
whether capitalist or socialist is a process. 
So the processes take place and when you 
ask how do | describe its success | say we 
are building socialism in the country and 
our people are engaged in the villages, they 
are in various stages of building socialist 
villages. 


|) Has not Ujamaa failed? That is what I 
am really asking. 

Yes, I know: my critics would say it has 
failed. We have not failed. | mean, what is 
failure? We are building a socialist state and 
the fact that I have a severe balance of 
payments problem — so what? People 
jump to the conclusion that it 1s because we 
have socialist policies. In that case Reagan’s 
capitalist policies have failed and that 1s 
why they have their own economic mess. 
Margaret Thatcher's have failed and that ts 
why they have nearly 3.5m unemployed in 
spite of the gold and the oil and the 
inheritance of the empire. 











We are zoine through difficulties but to 
iy we have tailed is wishtul thinking by our 
nemies. Bul | should not be saying these 

nes publicly, | think | should let my 

emies (hink we are tailing 


They will leave vou alone then’ 
They will leave me alone 


Mr President, as a non-economist there 
is one argument that | have always found 
valid and that ts that socialism is unable 
to sustain incentive for the individual. If 
you add this to the realities of a devel- 
oping country, where the mentality is that 
government work is something you can 
delay, how do vou combat this? 

How do you provide incentive in a dev- 
eloping socialist society so that people do 
not think: ‘The work belongs to 
evervone, it does not helong to me?” Is 
not the case for socialism, therefore, weak 
when confronted by the other system — 
maybe not by outnmght capitalism, but by 
a liberal form of it, which savs you must 
permit the individual his own little 
possessions and give him opportunity to 
develop his full potential; that while the 
kind of society you are talking about is 
good idealistic talk, in practice it is not 


working. 
Let me admit there is truth — how much 
‘truth Ido not know — in what I sav. Butit 


depends upon one’s objective in life. It is 
true, Capitalism 15 extremely dynamic and 
yne reason why it 1s so dynamic is because it 
s very ruthiess and that ruthlessness feeds 
yn selfishness. Capitalism will throw people 
nto the streets | know it 1s being tempered 
now, but then this ts the 20th century and, 
theretore, now vou have the welfare state. 
By its very nature, capitalism, as I said, 15 
extremely ruthless and therefore to the 
entrepreneur, this tellow who wants the 
treedom to exploit, the incentive is trem- 
endous. Give him labour and he will push; 
inike the manager of a parastatal 
yrganisation, the tellow will push; there ts 
no doubt about this He has a dynamism 
which vou cannot tind in the manager of a 
parastatal organisation. So [ accept that 
mis 18 true 

But capitalism harbours poverty, capital- 
sm breeds poverty, there is no doubt about 


It is not true that socialism breeds 
poverty Because it does not breed poverty 

Joes not save; because it is not ruthless it 
joes not save and theretore it 1, not the 
{ynamic system that capitalism it. We could 
nave said let us first of all accept the 
fynamism of capitalism; let us be meta- 
ohysically beheving socialists but let us not 
try to build socialism now; let capitalism 
take over and let this dynamism of 
capitalism build the country before we 
begin to build socialism. This we ruled out 

| have had to debar the leadership trom 
intramelled amassing of wealth, so to that 
»xtent yOu are removing incentive, but that 


1Of (he same as removing incentives for 


the people of Tanzania Decause the people 
of Tanzania are as tree as anybody in 
working for themselves 

The incentive to exploit others is very 
different from the incentive to develop 
yourself within the limits of a tair society, 
so you have to decide. I repeat, | Delieve it is 
true here in Tanzamia that the capitalist 
manager works for longer hours than the 
manager of my parastatal organisation. He 
is less wasteful than the manager of m\ 
parastatal organisation; in that sense he is 
more etficient 

But it depends upon what you want '9 
do. We want to build a society of equals 
We will build a society, a civilised society, 
given time. We are going to build a com 
pletely civilised society of civilised people. 
reasonably equal; have services availanie to 
everyhody, good transport available ‘9 
everybody. This nonsense of everyhody 
having his own private car is rubbish. The 
Americans will one day discover ‘hat 
everyhody is not going to have his own 
private car. This is ambitious. We will 
abolish poverty, we will abolish both forms 
of poverty and only socialism can do it, 
capitalism cannot do it. We will abolish 
absolute poverty — and if you want proof, 
go around; we are still very poor, but we are 
abolishing absolute poverty 


| Are you not asking too much of one 
generation’ 

We will abolish relative poverty. This 
thing | was talking about, the creation ot 
millionnaires in the midst of poverty, what 
for? Simply tor the domination of othe 
We will abolish poverty. Capitalism can 
abolish absolute poverty, although 
sometimes poverty 1s needed by capitalism 
For instance, unemployment in Britain ts 
necessary for capitalism. Capitalism can 
produce enough wealth to abolish actual 
poverty, what it cannot do is to abolish 
relative poverty — never. It will always he a 
class society 

You ask if | am asking too much ot this 
generation; what is asking too much? We 
all started poor. [| do not know about 
Nigeria, but here when we took over we all 
were poor, all of us. And then, because 
some of us took up jobs and so on and so 
forth, we hecame slightly different trom "he 
others. Our position became quite nice and 
very different trom tne positions of the 
mass of the people. So when the party savs 
‘Look, stop there: do not amass wealth, 
that is not what you are here for,’’ 1s that 

isking (OO much oct our Own people? 

If you look at the films from the United 
States and vou say .) yourself admirinels 
“Look how they live in the United States’”’ 
then I say pack up and go to the United 
States and live like thev live. Here. vou 
should look at the village in Tanzania; do 
not always look at the two cars and 
tridges and all those things in the capital: 
‘ountries, in the exploiting countries. They 











‘xploited people when we were ull col 
they are still explowing us now. You 
wild not look at them and say [that 1s 
vnat we want to be. Apart trom being 
mmoral, it is ndiculous 
versation by saving that Your Excellency 
was one of the verv, very few African 
leaders who took a stand about the 
dictatorship and the hornble things that 
were going on, although to be frank, in 
/anzibar, at the time of Karume we had 
people disappearing. Recently, we have 
had reports that Diallo Telli, the first 
secretary-general of the Oat was pul to a 
gruesome death. 

People look up to vou, Mr President, 
as one of the very few Africans who 
should occasionally express what I call the 
African conscience — not of course to 
highlight Tanzania's moral conscience and 
offend evervbody — hut on given oc- 
casions like this, to come out and 
denounce what you see to be happening, 
because there is a growing cynicism in 
Africa that nothing can be changed. 
People feel heipless and thev need a lead 
when it concerns cruelty by Africans. 

Why do we stick to protocol when it 
concerns us? When Steve Biko was put to 
death in South Afnca there was quite 
rightly an outcry, but when it happens in 
an independent African state, we do not 
have the same leadership morally. There is 
a silence which troubles everybody. 


| suppose there are two explanations for 
it. One is this exaggerated respect for 
overeignty and | have questioned it mvseif 
n the past. What is this nonsense? The 
Europeans, tor example, respect sover 
elgnty amonest themselves, but from time 
‘otme thev point a finger at some state and 
av: “You cannot jom us, you are a 
or that sort of thing. They have 
tandards they would like to see the Euro- 
pean Community maintaining and they can 
peak out, couched diplomatically yes, but 
hev speak out 

i Africa we can still respect the 
Overeignty Of a country without justifyine 
's policies or simply being silent. Instead. 

'S an exaggerated respect for 

‘reignty and [ think we are wrong and 
ve use the oat Charter as an excuse. We 
yng, allot us. | beleve we are w rong 
emphasise a// of us, including myself. 
we are all wrong. We should be able to talk 
openly about human rights within 
wn ferritonies. We have been treating | 
Al aS a trade union of the leadership 

The other point is — and again we are all 
affected who will cast the first stone? We 
ook if Ourselves and, to be honest. we sav 

lam not going to be the first one to cast 
the tirst stone.” This is an explanation, it | 
nor an excuse. Whatever the reasons — and 
[ have had my share of it in this country — 
we are all tainted by this 


fascist,’’ 


ire wr 
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Bur perhaps things are changing. We 
have accepted a human rights commission 
and this commission 1s supposed (0 issue a 
report. | hope now, on the hasis of the 
human rights commission report ‘nat 
supposed to be made to the organisavion, 
the OAU can begin to ask what is happening, 
even in Tanzamia; that the commissioners, 
whoever they may be, will begin to apply 
some pressure on all of us 


~ Mr President, for the record, why did 
you permit Tanzanian troops to cross into 
Uganda at the time of the incident with 
Idi Amin? One of the comments that is 
frequently made these days is that it 
should have been enough for Tanzania to 
chase Idi Amin’s troops out of Tanzania 
and let the Ugandans deal with him 
themselves. 

What is ‘‘enough’’? His people had 
invaded our country and it is true that once 
we had chased them out ot Tanzania, we 
might have said: ‘‘We'll leave it there.”’ | 
do not believe that that would have been 
adequate punishment. | really think we had 
to punish them inside Uganda. It would 
have been militarily absurd to say no 
Tanzanian soldier should cross that border 
Why did we continue beyond simply going 
in and punishing those people inside’? We 
never set Out to remove Amin; frankly, we 
never did. A lot of pressure was pul on me 
to stop once we had gone in and inflicted 
some punishment on Amin. Amin had in- 
vaded my country, but it was a different 
matter when some of my colleagues in the 
OAU simply said: ‘‘Stop!"’ I said: First, you 
have to condemn Amin. At least put it on 
the record that you condemn his act of 
aggression. Do not equate Tanzania with 
Uganda by simply saying: ‘You people, 
stop fighting!’ Condemn the aggression 
and then ask: ‘‘Tanzania, how far do you 
intend to go?’’ | was personally quite 
irritated about the business of equating us 
with Amin. So that was another matter 

The third point illustrates one of those 
developments which unexpectedly come out 
of a situation like that. Baganda is the 
province which borders on Tanzania. The 
people there had suffered under Amin. Our 
troops moved very quickly through south- 
ern Baganda and they were received with 
tremendous jubilation. Amin announced 
‘You people are receiving the Tanzanians 
with jubilation, you wait until they gel 
out.’’ So when these pressures were being 


you can believe of Amin. It is that when he 
threatens to teach the Buganda a lesson, he 
will do it, so who ts going to protect them?”’ 

As far as | was concerned we could have 
pulled our people out, but the Baganda 
were going to be in real trouble because 
Amin, if he were left with adequate forces, 
would really teach them a lesson, and | 


‘ 


would begin having thousand 


of refugee 














in Tanzania. | kept saying that, until those 
people were strong enough to look after 
themselves, we would carry on 

Meanwhile there was still no condem 
nation Of Amin and that eventually led us 
to say he must go. If he were allowed to stay 
and he were not being condemned, he 
would wriggle out and start all over again 
and the people of Tanzania would be very 
angry with me if the next invasion became 
much more serious. 


|_| Since the fall of Amin, his immediate 
successors, Lule and Binaisa, accused you 
of masterminding their fall. What is your 
own version of the events? 

My version? What shall I say? Lule was a 
fool. The uNnta (the Uganda National 
Liberation Army) was really very smali. It 
consisted of a remnant of 1,000 Ugandan 
troops, which had come out with Obote and 
had been trained in Sudan, not in Tanzania 
There they were and they had given up 
They were really settlers under the High 
Commission for Refugees. Their number 
had shrunk so that by the time we took. 
Masaka, I think they were about $00 and 
they fought alongside out people until 
Armin was removed 

1 said to Lule: “‘You go and join them.’ 
He had his own clique. | said: **Lule, ina 
situation lke this, do not join a clique if 
you really want to help unity. Go there and 
see, yOu might help to unite some of those 


people '' Eventually we won, and the man 
was declared President and we recognised 
his government immediately. 

The first thing he wants is to disarm the 
UNLA I said’ ‘‘Lule, you can go ahead and 
disarm them. I cannot disarm them for you 
My troops and these people have been 
working together, it is a small group, why 
should I disarm them? What you need to do 
is to build a national army and we will help 
you to build a national army. Forget the 
$00, it is a small group; do not ask me to 
ask my army to disarm them. If they say, 
no, } cannot begin shooting the people.’ 

Lule decided he was going to disarm 
them. So they got rid of him. That was 
whet happened — and then he turns and 

lames me for not preventing his fall. | 
said ‘‘Howcan 1?"' He says: ‘‘l am head of 
State without an army."’ | said) **But our 
army was there to help you, this was the 
purpose of that army — to help you, bul do 
not ask it to fight your people. Do not ash 
my army to fight your people.”’ 

The fellow becomes President out of the 

lue, becomes President of a country and | 
give him advice. | say: ‘‘Look, Lule, 
nobody can run Uganda without Baganda, 
but do not pretend you are going to run the 
rest of Uganda, simply depending on the 
Baganda."’ 

His first idea was to run the country with 
the Baganda I said: *'] won't help you in 
that, | am not engaged in running a triba! 
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government. You look at my government, 
you look at the army — it 3s mot a triba! 
army, it is not a tribal government. | wil! 
help you to get out of very great difficulty, 
to have a national army. | wil! help you 
recruit. Nobody can run your country 
without the Baganda participating, but do 
not believe that you can run your country 
through the Baganda alone, you will run 
into trouble.’’ Persistently, during those 
first weeks, | was telling him this. He was 
already beginning to think interms of 
returning the Kabaka. The fellow was a 
blessed fool. So he went. 

Binaisa they picked themselves; I do not 
know where they got him from. Binaisa was 
not foolish, but they were all looters of 
their own country. Within those four 
months | think Lule had become a mil- 
lhonaire and this other fellow also within a 
short period, he became a millionaire. They 
loot their own country and then they say | 
masterminded the removal! of these looters 
Miv army was not there to protect looters. |] 
never helped to overthrow them, but I told 
them that if they ran against their own 
people my army would not protect them 


~ There is a previous President of the 
Seychelles, James Mancham. I do not 
know if vou have read his book ‘Paradise 
Raped." In it he personally accuses you 
of direct intervention in the affairs of the 
Seychelles and he says that Tanzania 
trained Rene’s people for armed insur- 
reaction. It has also been said that at one 
time you advocated the regrouping of the 
former German colonies in this area into a 
federation and that, in fact, you were 
actively helping the Burundis towards this 
end. 

You know, I am going to end up the 
bigeest African imperialist! There was a 
series Of articles by Binaisa on how | am 
building my empire. I suppose this ac-- 
cusation arose because at about the same 
time we had troops in Uganda; in 
Mozambique (because of the Zimbabwe 
war), then we had troops in Comoros 
before the coup by the mercenaries, and 
troops in Seychelles. This was Tanzania 
building its emptre' What these people are 
really saying is that if they were in 
Tanzania's position they would be building 
antmpire 

Mancham? | don't know. He had a 
reputation for being a playboy. One thing is 
true about the Seychelles: it was the only 
coup which we knew about in advance. It 


was during the Commonwealth summit, 
and someone had whispered: ‘‘A coup is 
going to take place in the Seychelles when 
these people are in London.’’ It did take 
place. Another thing which is true, Rene 
and his people immediately sent us a 
Message asking us to recognise them We 
did not We thought: "Boy, if we recognise 
them, they will really think we are linked 

















with them, because we have this peculiar 
reputahion."’ The British Government sent 
mea message asking whether I was going to 
recognise the government of Seychelles | 
said “1 am waiting for you people, to see 
whether you are going to recognise them ' 
The first two governments to recognise 
at government were the British and the 
Americans. After that I said 1, too, would 
recognise it. These are the facts. Time 
elapsed before they asked us to loan them a 
company of troops. We sent them the 
company of troops 

About the Comoros which 1s another 
country where | am supposed to have 
wanted to build my empire, if they only 
knew the truth, they would be surprised 
wha! Our troops were being asked to do 
Those people were virtually asking us torun 
the country We said: ‘*No, this is not what 
we are here for.’ 

This reputation, | belheve, is part of the 
ant:-Tanzania propaganda. This nonsense 
that Tanzania 1s becoming big-headed and 
trying to become a super-power. This poor 
country? You know, some republics are 
called banana republics; my republic here is 
a cashew-nut republic. A’ cashew-nut 
republic trying to become a super-power? | 
would have to be one of the biggest fools in 
Africa to have these pretences ‘ 

The Mozambicans were fighting; I have 
troops there, but South Africa’s claim that 
| have several battalions there is a damn hie 
Samora (Machel) has a problem and he 
says ‘‘Mwalimu, can’t you even help us 
with training?’’ Am I supposed to say no? 

We are all poor, helping one another, | 
am nothing here. During the armed 
Struggle, until the independence of 
Zimbabwe, during the whole of that period 
in Southern Africa, my poor country here 
was quietly spending the equivalent of $3m 
a year. Why? Because J] did believe that 
until they became free we were not free. 
Now, we have people in Mozambique, but 
they are not fighting. | have a camp there 
where we are helping with training, not 
because | want to build an empire, but 
because we are freedom fighters. 


‘> 


() How do you see the racial 
confrontation in Southern Africa finally 
coming to a conclusion? 

The situation being what it is, I think its 
going to be very bloody. How bloody I do 
not know, but it will be very bloody. 
Change in South Africa will have to be by 
force because there is no philosophy of 
change there. Those people are not 
prepared to share power; they are against 
the sharing of power as a religion. For this 
they quote the Bible. The people there will 
have to keep on struggling, causing trouble 
The rest of the world will have to apply a lot 
of pressure. These struggles will include 
different kinds of violence to bring about 
change. Change will not come voluntarily. 
How much bloodshed there is going to be 
really depends on the degree of resistance to 
change 





But if a miracle took place and the South 
Africans crossed the Rubicon of racial 
discrimination and it became simply a 
matter of political prudence ... if, for 
example, they were to say: “Look, here we 
area minority, we have run this country for 
a long time. Okay, we accept change, we 
accept (hat we must share power with the 
Africans, but how quickly, how soon? One- 
man-one-vote at this precise moment 1s 
going to run us into a mess. Couldn't this 
come gradually?’’ Then, once they cross 
that Rubicon, there is a possibility of 
change with a minimum of violence, be- 
cause there will be many people in South 
Atrica who are going to say: ‘* Well, that’s 
fine, so who should have the vote? Those 
with so much education?’ 

Every time | explain this, I remind people 
that Tanganyika became independent be- 
fore we had universal suffrage. The vote 
that brought independence was not one- 
man-one-vote, it was a limited one. The 
British refused to accept one-man-one-vote. 
So, if a miracle happens — and it has to be 
a miracle because these people are against 
the African philosophically — and the 
South Africans said they are willing to share 
power with all the citizens of South Afnca 
but left the question of its timing to 
discussion, then the desperation might be 
removed from the situation. 


__| Do you see how African states can 
break the stranglehold of the foreign 
exchange dead-end that we are in today? 
It seems time that some radical initiative is 
needed, but looking at all the expenments 
going on, we all seem to be doing the same 
thing. 

Our problem is that we are very import- 
dependent. A certain amount of import-de- 
pendence is necessary for young countries 
trying to develop in the 20th century. But 
obviously it has to be at acceptable limits. 
Then you must ask yourself what kind of 
society yOu want to build. You see what the 
British have built, what the Americans 
have built, what the Germans have built 
and, if that is the kind of society you want 
to build, then the import dependence 
becomes permanent. There is no way you 
can break it. You can break it by defining 
the kind of country you want and then 
change the selective imports which will help 
you to build your base. If a sufficient 
number of African countries were to make 
this decision then we can make it. But the 
temptations from the developed countries 
are {00 great, they are preventing us from 
building this base, because they say you can 
import. Yes, we can import, but what do we 
want to import? What do I want from the 
outside world? Do I want bicycles or do | 
want Mercedes-Benz cars? Import to 
remain dependent, or import to reduce 
dependence? That selection has got to be 
made, and it 1s very difficult for single 
countries to make 








_ The office of Head of State is a lonely 
one. Do you not find that after so many 
years your {nends are now from your 
official family and that yor lose touch 

with people who are not necessarily in 

that official family who may well tell vou: 
‘Look, this is what the people are really 
thinking’’? 

ily true, beng Head of State has 
ms Had I not been Head of State, 
{not have that wal! or that 
there You would not 
have people there ashing everybody: ‘‘Who 
u? Where are you going?’’ Even 
embers of ms own family are asked 

Just before vour arrival | had an old 
an sitting here She is a widow of some 


[er ce vou sec over 


‘ man who was a very strong member of 
ne party. Sometimes she is turned back and 
shen I find out | get worked up. It can be 


extremely irritating, but this is a fact of life. 
These positions have their own realities and 

wever much you try to shake them, the 
core still remains. So in that sense, every 
Head of State becomes a bit isolated, and 


a slightly artificial hfe 


"CA. j , 
sous 3400/44? 
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t 
iy one is in this position for a long time 
as | have been, then in a ser 


s¢ ONe Degins to 
accept that limitation as reality. But one 
can still be open, to a degree. One can have 
a Head of State who is completely sur- 
rounded by officials; he has no other 
contact and this can be very dangerous He 
is Out Of touch with reality, inevitably, and 
what he is told sometimes is what people 
want to give him. They feed him like Peking 
duck 

In Our Own case, we have a very large 
party and very often we meet al! sorts of 


then | travel a great deal, | go out to my 
own village and when | am there my Presi 
dential hat is not particularly respected 
there, thank God! So I become, within 
those limits, a member of the family. It is 
truly being at home. In my own village 
speople ask me openly: ‘‘Where are you 
going?’’ So that modifies the situation a 
little bit and I believe I have reasonably kept 
touch with the people over the last 25 years. 
] think I know what is going on. And 
therefore | hope I have remained reas- 
onably human. 


(_} How do you visualise Tanzania in the 

year 2000? 
Reasonably 

Socialist @ 


comfortable, reasonably 
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PLANNING TO REVIVE 


NOW in English Dec 83 pp 


Small-scale mining has been negiected in 
Tanzania for many years, hut the zvovern 
ment is now planning to revive this sector 
In recent years small miners have been 
Danned trom exploiting minerals, mainly 
goid and tin, and this has meant the loss ot 
neariy half of the sector's contribution to 
the national product 

The state loses millions of shillings each 
year trom black marketeering of gold 
Small-scale miners normally sell a majority 
of their output to Asian goldsmiths in 
towns like Dar es Salaam, Mwanza. 
Dodoma, Tabora and Kigoma. They record 
a token amount tor government officials to 
see ON paper 

One former small-scale gold = muner 
admitted recently: “‘When | used to dig 
gold, we did get plenty of it, sometimes 
even up to 10 kgs. We would sell at least 
5 kgs of this and record 4 kgs for eagle-eyed 
officials.”’ 

He added: ‘‘For us Asians, gold is a 
‘ucrative market. This is the second form of 
currency to take abroad. The Tanzanian 
shilling is valueless abroad, and so if one 
sMuggles out generous quanttes of gold, 
there is no need to pine for remaining bank 
Daiances in Tanzamia.’’ 

He also disclosed that a lot ot gold mined 
bv the small-scale miners finds its way to 
Nairobi and Mombasa, in neighbouring 


Kenya 

‘In the days when the Namanga border 
ised [o open, | used to take kilo- 
grammes, literally, kilogrammes of gold, 
-oncealed in my Land Rover. From there, 
atter selling the gold at intlated prices, | 
ised to remit Money into my overseas bank 


oe 


account. It was as easy as that. These davs, 
with the borders sealed, sull Asian gold 
smiths tind their way into neighbouring 


sountnes to sell gold. All this because 
Asians buy gold ornaments in bulk and 
store them away for the rainy day.’ 
Sources in Dar es Salaam estimated that 
Tanzania loses more than Tshs20m each 
year in the illicit trade in gold, not including 
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TANZANIA 


SMALL-SCALE MINING 


and 


the amount of gold that 1s illegally hoarded 
by goldsmiths in various Tanzanian towns 

The Ministry of Minerals’ plan, there 
tore, is not only to boost the production of 
minerals under the smail-scale sector Dut 
also to combat the illegal trade in gold. 

Under the Mining Ordinance, repealed 
n 1979, any Tanzamian resident over the 
age of !7 could acquire a lease for prospect- 
ng. mining or reconnaissance of minerals 
Out of the nearly |,$00 mining sites avail- 
able, more than 450 have been leased to 
mineral prospectors. Besides these lease- 
holders, about !0,000 people are engaged in 
mining in Tanzania 

One problem in the past has been the 
indiscriminate issue of leases. The govern 
ment lacked effective machinery to collect 
minerals from the leaseholders, leading to a 


rise in illegal mining and lucrative 
racketeering 
Iliegai miners also lett a trail ot 


environmenta! destruction, including trails 
of trenches and gullies. atter digging out 
gold The illegal mining also caught on with 
voung farmers who abandoned their 
agricultural work in the villages and joined 
the gold rush. This led to fights and even 
murder over mining rights 

The government was forced to clamp 
down on smali-scale mining because o! 
these problems This ume the authorities 
are planning to go systematically and solve 
the immediate problems tacing the voung 
miners 

Paul Bomam, Tanzania's Minister for 
Minerals, said that the government would 
begin by training prospective miners 
through a series of seminars. This would 
enable the beginners to understand the 
basics of mining and also follow up the bes! 
techniques of extracting minerals from the 
rocks and to show them how to handle 
dynamite 

The Miaistry is also planning to spend 
thousands of shillings setung up six centres 
in Tanzania where tools used for mining 
can be bought. loans processed and 
minerals bought. These are expected to be 








‘SO: 





ibliished in Morogoro Karagwe, 
Moanda. Chunva. Tarmme and Gretta, the 
and tin mining 
Hanks will provide financial backing to 
equipment and tools For ther daily 


lirement 


principal centres lor gold 


individual miners will be 
Ministry 


officials will be posted in various parts ot 


orovided with overdraft tacilitie 


tne countrys to help prepare teasibility 
studies tor mining operauions and also 
recommend which application need 


financial backing 

Applications tor loans tor intrastructure 
will be submitted to the Tanzama Housing 
Bank Those applicants requiring loans tor 
nachinery and tools should go to the 
National Bank of Commerce. The govern 
ment iS planning to spend Tshsl0m to 
mport some of the main muning tools and 
re-sell or hire them to smali miners 

iy Or On 1OaNn Da 
flaborate arrangements are also being 
ade to check the tliegal miners) Bomam 
aid that his Ministry would appraise the 
arketing arrangements in the regions 
where they are oDtained in large Quantities 
But one thing that could almost eliminate 
ihc trade m gold is the question ol 
navments to the miners. Boman: said that 


the government would regularly review the 
yices of mineral 
With the new imitiatives beine launched, 


special arrangements are ai hand to re-open 
mall-scale gold mines to Mbeva, Mwanza, 


Shinvanga, Mara and Rukwa region 
Linder the new system, the governmeni 


| ’ ’ . ] ’ ’ , 4 j 
\ register afresh ali prospective gold 


Tanzania will 


not be allowed to take part in small-scale 


mining activitie 

Mobile marketing arrangements will be 
established to buy gold trom the miners two 

three times a week This would also 
ensure the safety of gold diggers who have 
tO travel long distances to sell the mineral 
In the past, smali-scale miners have been 
ambushed by thugs and ther gold stolen 


special | ana Rovers will De used LO 


lacliilate goid-Duying and to contlirm of 
the-spot deal 

The State Mining Corporation (Stamico) 
is now lining up teams Of peopie who wouid 
Duy the gold at the sia centres. Seminars o1 
ZOna! and national levels have already beer 
conducted lO prepare mining expert 

Boman: said that small-scale tin miner: 
can market the metai after it has been 
processed al a mobile tin processing plant 
which has already been stationed at! 
Kverwa in Kagera Region. Tin ore miners 
would have to pay a small fee to process the 
metai 

The Ministry of Minerals would make 
reguiar checks to ensure thal the muners 
conducted their activities legaliy and see i! 
the loans are being utilised tor the purpose 
for which they were given 

Critics feel that the operations of small 
scale miners might hamper any efforts Dy 
large mines to exploit turther reserves o! 
minerals. At present in Tanzania there are 
large-scale mining Operations like the 
Williamson Diamonds Mine, Mwadui, in 
Shinyanga Region, contributine 90% of 
foreign exchange earnings trom muning 
Buckreet Gold Mine, in Gena, Mwanza 
Region and the Minjingu Phosphates Mine, 
in Hanang, Arusha Region, also supply 
Tanzania's minerals. The country will also 
have plenty of coal when the large-scale 
mine at Songwe-Kiwira in Mbeva Region 1s 
completed 

‘“With smali-scale mining, the govern- 
ment 1s planning to ensure that this group's 
activities accelerate the development of the 
mining sector rather than compete against 
the large-scale mines. Logically, there is no 
scope for competition between the large 
scale mines and the small-scale diggers,’ 
explained a Ministry official 

Tanzanians may be able to overcome 
immediate problems over technology for 
small-scale miners, but it remains to be 
seen how effectively the scourge of 
racketeering and smuggling of gold out of 
Tanzania will be eliminated @ 








UPPER VOLTA 


COMMUNIQUE ON VIGILANCE AGAINST DISHONEST PEOPLE 
AB262150 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 2000 GMT 26 Dec 83 


[Communique issued by Seydou Traore, Upper Voltan rural development minister, 
in Ouagadougou on 26 December } 


[Text] The National Council of the Revolution [CNR], moved by its sense of 
responsibility, has taken steps aimed at solving the problems caused by the 
drought in Upper Volta, particularly in the provinces of Sahel, Soum, and 
Yatenga. This shows clearly that it is firmly determined, and constantly 
eager to sateguard the real interests of the people. 


This desire to check the aftermath of the drought was materialized through 
the creation ot revolutionary solidarity funds inspiring the revolutionary 
feeling ot all Upper Volten people. Steps were taken to dispatch emergency 
food supplies to the hardest hit zones. But then, dishonest and unscrupulous 
individuals still in the ranks of Upper Volta's revolutionary people, espe- 
cially in Sahel Province, are taking advantage of the sad situation by 
diverting the food from its rightful beneficiaries and thus negating the 
efforts of the Upper Voltan people. 


In view of this the CNR appeals for vigilance on the part of revolutionary 
defense committees, high commissioners [senior administrative officers heading 
the provinces], prefects, and law-enforcement agencies in the affected prov- 
inces to bar the way to these sad individuals who are only motivated by their 
selfish interests, and to protect the achievements of the people who should 
iot be allowed to fall victim to dishonesty. The Fatherland or death, we shal] 
overcome. 


Cows: 3419/ 267 
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MINE EFFLUENTS POLLUTE THREE 


Harare 


[Text ] 


CSO: 





THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE in English 


3400/444 


THREE major rivers in the 
mineral-rich Copperbelt province 
in Zambia are beavily polluted by 
mine effluents. 

Research findings released in 
Lusaka show that water in the 
Kafue, Mwambashi and 
<hambishi rivers has been so pol- 
luted by copper and cobalt wastes 
that itis killing livestock. 

The work carried out by the 
National Council for Scientific Re- 
search (NCSR), a local research 
institution, shows that the level of 
the two minerals in water from the 
rivers was dangerously high. 

The findings revealed that the 
copper content in water from the 
Kafue river was 90 times more than 
normal, while that from 
Mwambashi was 120 times and 
that from Chambishi was 23 times 
more than the accepted level. 

Farmers along the affected 
rivers have been warned against 
allowing their animals to drink 
water and graze near the rivers as 
they risked death from chronic 
copper and cobalt poisoning. 

The research was initiated after 
several animals had died on farms 
along the polluted rivers 

When the Dept of Vet Services 
failed to explain the deaths an 


MAJOR RIVERS 


2 Dec 83 p 12 


expert from the research council 
was invited to work with officers 
from the department. 


Water, grass and mud samples 
from the rivers were taken to 
NCSR laboratories in Lusaka for 
analysis and the results have just 
been released. 


The research findings show that 
animals such as cattle, sheep and 
goats did not die immediately after 
drinking the water but do so seve- 
ral months after the two minerals 
had accumulated in their bodies. 


The animals suffered from 
diarrhoea, loss of weight, indigest- 
ion, the gall bladder became ex- 
tended, the liver turned yellow or 
Orange and lost their appetite 
leading to a slow death. 


**We have advised farmers to dig 
boreholes and fence off their farms 
io stop cattle straying to the 
rivers,"’ a spokesman for the 
Veterinary department said. 

In September this year, High 
Court bailiffs seized 20 vehicles 
belonging to the Zambia Consoli- 
dated Copper Mines (ZCCM) for 
failure to pay more than K220,000 
in damages to six fermers whose 
animals died as a result of drinking 
polluted water froin the sivers. 
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